March 28, 2021

Palm Sunday
Joint Worship to be the church together.

Voices from Augustana & First Lutheran
In Person Worship – 50% capacity (220)
With worship broadcast via radio and YouTube. YouTube links found on:
www.augustanalutheran.org www.firstlutheranchurchff.org

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL

MEGHAN STRINGER

PROCESSION WITH PALMS
GATHERING HYMN

“All Glory, Laud, and Honor”
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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you,
righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He will
proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of
the earth. (Zechariah 9:9, 10b)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.
KYRIE

p. 184 Congregation sings the refrain

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.
Followers of Jesus, as we enter God’s house to worship Him, let us call to mind our sins and make
confession.
Pause for silent reflection
Gracious God, Our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. We confess
them to you now. You alone know how often we have grieved you by wasting your gifts and by
wandering from your ways. Forgive us and free us from our sin. Renew in us the grace and
strength of your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. Amen.
May Almighty God, whose love knows no ends, have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen!
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
page 185
Refrain Glory to God in the highest, the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Verse 1 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory. Refrain
Verse 2 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. Refrain
Verse 3 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Amen. Amen.
Final Refrain Glory to God in the highest, the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. Glory to
God in the highest, the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the servanthood of Jesus
Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with their tongues confess Jesus
as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen!
MINISTRY IN MUSIC

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

HANDBELL CHOIR
Keith Melberg: Piano

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

VICKI HANNEMAN

READING: Philippians 2:5-11
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not
regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and
became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted
him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Here ends the reading: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

page 189

GOSPEL: Mark 11:1-11
The holy gospel according to St. Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he
sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you
enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says
to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here
immediately.’” 4They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were
untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told
them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and
threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others
spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and those who
followed were shouting,
“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
10
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
11
Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.
The Gospel of our
Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.
SERMON

REV. DAVID STROM

HYMN OF THE DAY

“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”
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APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. Let us pray,
Your mercy is great.
Pause for silent prayer.
In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your church humility. Redeem your people
from pride and the certainty that we always know your will. Heal us and empower us to confess
Christ crucified. Hear us O God. Your mercy is great.
In Jesus, and by the power of your Spirit, you have promised that you will be with us
always. Sometimes we struggle with unbelief; tragedy; injustice and loss. At other times, we are
secure in our faith as we rejoice over new life; reconciliation and hope for the future. Remind us that
you are always with us regardless of the circumstances of life we encounter at any given
moment, Hear us O God. Your mercy is great.
You inspired the centurion to confess Jesus as your Son. We praise you for the faith you have given to
people of all places and times. Give us also such faith to trust the promises of baptism and, with
them, to look for the resurrection of the dead. Hear us O God. Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen!
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
We are God’s people, the church. We come together to engage in the work for which we have been
called with our hearts and minds as well as our hands and feet. Our ministry in this community has
been moved into new ways of reaching out to others with the gospel of Jesus Christ. We have asked
you O God, for your strength to persevere in these challenging times, and You have delivered. May
you energize your people to continue to give and to live generously, and we thank you for the due
diligence of your people in the past and present. Today, we ask that you give us glad and generous
hearts, so that we may praise you and support our churches and those around us in need. In Christ’s
name we pray. Amen!
OFFERTORY
“Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart”
WORSHIP & PRAISE #41
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks because he’s given Jesus
Christ, his Son. Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks because
he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,”
because of what the Lord has done for us. And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say,
“I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks!
COMMUNION
This is the Lord's Table, all are welcome here. In your home is an ordinary table now set apart and
holy, Christ is present there. All are welcome to partake in the Lord's Supper, wherever you may be.
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. It is right to give God our thanks and praise.

Holy God, throughout the generations you have come to be present with us at our tables, turning
ordinary meals into holy moments for us to experience your grace in tangible ways. In an upper room
of a guest house in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
The body of Christ given for you. (all share in eating the bread)
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
The blood of Christ shed for you. (all sharing in drinking of the cup)
Together as the body of Christ, trusting that the distance that separates us is bridged by the Holy
Spirit who makes us one, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
COMMUNION HYMN

“Lamb of God”
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of
the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in everything good so that you
may do his will, working among us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN

“There in God’s Garden”

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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FIRST LUTHERAN ANNOUNCEMENTS SUNDAY MARCH 28, 2021 -PALM SUNDAY
Church phone number 739-3348 and email office@flcff.org
The radio broadcast is sponsored by Dick & Judy Werner - March Birthday Blessings!
There are openings to sponsor the radio broadcast ($100) on April 25 and to provide altar flowers on April 18 or April 25
(approx. $45). Please contact the office if you are interested.
SMART Team update: In-Person Worship has been increased to 50% capacity (220 at First Lutheran)!! Congregational
singing and speaking is allowed, with masks worn. We hope you will join us!
Palm Sunday Celebration Walk Thru at 10:30 am TODAY, March 28! Join us in the lower-level parking lot. FUN for all
ages!! Youth Breakfast Fundraiser, Activities, Trowbridge Creek Zoo! We hope to see you.
This is our final Sunday of Combined Worship with Augustana! We will worship together on Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday, and then on Easter Sunday, worship will be at the individual churches. Our thanks to Augustana Lutheran
church - our combined worship during the past year has been a blessing! First Lutheran worship will continue to be
broadcast on the radio and YouTube.
Correction to March Messenger Calendar – There is NOT a Lenten service on March 31.
Coming up this week:
• Wednesday, March 31-FLY K-6 watch for info.
• Wednesday, March 31 at 5:00 pm Small Group Hosanna Handbells rehearsal.
• Wednesday, March 31 - NO Confirmation tonight. Confirmation will begin in-person on April 7th at 6:30 pm.
• Thursday, April 1 at 6:00 pm Maundy Thursday worship.
• Friday, April 2 at 6:00 pm Good Friday worship.
NOTICE: A special congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, April 18 after worship. The purpose of this meeting is
to approve amendments to the constitution.
Spring Flowering Plants will be used to decorate the church at Easter. If you would like to purchase a plant, please send
a check for $20 to the office. Those purchasing a plant may take it home after the second service on Easter Sunday.
Worship with us on Easter Sunday, April 4! Two services available - 9:30 am and 11:00 am.
Sound/Video Operators Needed! Please contact the church office if you are interested in receiving training to run the
sound board or camera during worship! Thank you.
First Lutheran will be hosting a Blood Drive on Tuesday, April 20 from 1:00 to 6:00 pm. Call 1-800-733-2767 or visit
RedCrossBlood.org with sponsor code: Fergus First Lutheran to sign-up to donate blood. We are looking for volunteers
to cover 2 shifts--1-3:30 pm and 3:30 to 6:00 pm, with 2 volunteers per shift. This involves registration and monitoring
the snack table. Please contact Jennifer at 701 238-0276 if you are able to help. Thank you.
Meals by Wheels April 26-30 - Please contact Jennifer by text or phone call (701-238-0276) or via email
(77jennifer@msn.com) to let me know of your willingness to help/preferred routes/dates of availability.
Aspire Women’s Event – an evening full of laughter, learning, stories & music on Saturday, May 1 at 6:00 pm at Harvest
Outreach Church in Wahpeton. Please contact Pastor Gretchen if you are interested in attending.
Cardinal Homes is a non-profit organization that provides quality, affordable housing for elderly, disabled and families in
Fergus Falls. They are looking for someone from First Lutheran to serve on their board. Contact Kari for more
information at 218 731-1784 and let the church office know if you are interested in the Cardinal Homes board.

Christ in Our Home Devotional booklets for April - June are in the Narthex.
Save the Date:
• April 25 at 11:00 am – Confirmation Sunday.
• May 16 at 9:30 am – Senior Recognition Sunday.
• June 11 – Relay for Life. Contact Sue at 218 770-5156 for more information or to join the First Lutheran team.
• June 29 9:00 am -3:00 pm - Luther Crest Day Camp Vacation Bible School for K-6th graders.
• September 10-12 - All Church Campout at Fossen Woods. Watch for more info!
• 150th Anniversary of First Lutheran in 2022! Contact Pastor Gretchen if you would like to help with planning.
Financial Update: As of March 22, 2021, year-to-date revenue: $130,379, year-to-date budget $118,736, last year:
$95,923.

