January 3, 2021
2nd Sunday of Christmas
Joint Worship to be the church together.

Voices from Augustana & First Lutheran
Worship broadcast via radio and YouTube. YouTube links found on:
www.augustanalutheran.org

www.firstlutheranchurchff.org

PRELUDE

MEGHAN STRINGER

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it.
GATHERING HYMN

“Christ Be Our Light”

HYMN #715 v.1-3, 5

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.
KYRIE

p. 184 Congregation sings the refrain

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Pause for silent reflection.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE

p.187

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God our redeemer, you created light that we might live, and you illumine our world with your
beloved Son. By your Spirit comfort us in all darkness, and turn us toward the light of Jesus Christ our
Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

VICKI HANNEMAN

READING: EPHESIANS 1:3-14
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that
he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all
wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure
that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in
heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that
we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also,
when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were
marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: JOHN 1:10-18
The holy gospel according to St. John. Glory to you, O Lord.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. John testified to
him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because
he was before me’). From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is
God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

REV. DAVID STROM
“Let Our Gladness Have No End”

HYMN #291, v.1-4

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need. Brief Silence.
Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest parts of the earth. Protect your
church from stumbling. Let it not be overcome by sorrow, division, or despair. Make us radiant with
goodness, that we might live always to the praise of your glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of those who serve in positions of
authority. Open their hearts to the needs of their nations and communities. Protect all those in
harm’s way and those risking danger for the sake of others. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or
defeated. Accompany those living with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the weak and
weary. Refresh those who labor under the weight of pain or sickness. Hear us O God. Your mercy is
great.
You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have died in faith. With all the saints,
give us our inheritance in Christ. In the fullness of time, gather us all together in your mercy. Hear us
O God. Your mercy is great.
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, in
the name of Jesus. Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY
WORSHIP & PRAISE #41
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks because he’s given Jesus
Christ, his Son. Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks because
he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,”
because of what the Lord has done for us. And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say,
“I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks!
COMMUNION
This is the Lord's Table, all are welcome here. In your home is an ordinary table now set apart and
holy, Christ is present there. All are welcome to partake in the Lord's Supper, wherever you may be.
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. It is right to give God our thanks and praise.

Holy God, throughout the generations you have come to be present with us at our tables, turning
ordinary meals into holy moments for us to experience your grace in tangible ways. In an upper room
of a guest house in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
The body of Christ given for you. (all share in eating the bread)
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
The blood of Christ shed for you. (all sharing in drinking of the cup)
Together as the body of Christ, trusting that the distance that separates us is bridged by the Holy
Spirit who makes us one, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
COMMUNION HYMN

“Your Little Ones, Dear Lord”

HYMN #285 v. 1,3

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon
you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

“Angels We Have Heard On High”

HYMN #289, v.1,3

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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MEGHAN STRINGER

FIRST LUTHERAN ANNOUNCEMENTS SUNDAY JANUARY 3, 2021
Church phone number 739-3348 and email office@flcff.org
The flowers on the altar are given by Tedd Steenbock in celebration of his January 7th birthday.
The radio broadcast is sponsored by Dick & Judy Werner wishing “Blessings to All in 2021”.
Please keep the family and friends of Fred Smith in your prayers. Fred passed away on December 26.
In-person worship is paused. Worship continues to be with Augustana and will be broadcast on the radio and
YouTube. On-site meetings (except for recovery groups) and education also continue to be paused. The
church building remains locked, however staff will be in the office. Please call 739-3348 if you need to get in
the building.
Coming up this week:
• Monday, January 4, 2021 at 12:00 pm Executive committee meets via Zoom.
• Tuesday, January 5, 2021 at 4:00 pm Worship Committee meets via Zoom.
• Tuesday, January 5, 2021 at 5:30 pm Discipleship Committee meets via Zoom.
• Wednesday, January 6, 2021 3:00 to 5:00 pm drive-through pick-up of Sunday School kits under the
canopy.
• Wednesday, January 6, 2021 FLY K-6 – watch for info.
Ice Skating on Lake Alice for Sunday School age children on Sunday, January 17 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. See the
Messenger for additional information, or contact Kristy.
How Can I Help? If you have items to drop off, please call the church office and we will open the door for
you. 739-3348.
• The Riverside Lions collect eyeglasses for reuse. Drop off bin in the Narthex.
• Change to Make a Change – There is a large plastic bottle in the Narthex. The money collected will go
to help feed the hungry – 75% locally and 25% worldwide.
• Green Living is promoted by Lion Clubs International. There is a receptacle in the narthex for
recycling clean plastic bags & wraps.
Meals by Wheels Board of Directors is looking for additional people to join their board. The board meets four
times a year. If you are interested, please contact one of the board members from First Lutheran: Joan
Anderson 218-731-7664 or Dolores Simdorn 218-770-5530.
Sponsorship Sheets for 2021 Radio broadcasts and Altar flowers are on the kiosk in the Narthex. Radio
broadcasts are $100.00 and flowers cost approximately $45.00. Call the office to check on available dates.
Christ in Our Home Devotional booklets for January – March 2021 are available in the Narthex or the Little
Free Library.
Finance Open Forum to discuss questions on the proposed 2021 budget will be held via Zoom on Sunday,
January 24th at 10:30 am.
Annual Congregational Meeting will be held via Zoom on January 31, 2021 at 12:30 pm. Please call the church
at 739-3348 to sign-up so we can assure we have a quorum.
Pay it Forward Drive-Thru Meal from the American Legion will be on Sunday, January 31 from 10:45 am until
the food is gone. Sign-up to reserve a dinner (call the office 739-3348) before noon on January 21 to ensure
we have ordered enough dinners. Menu is ham, cheesy potatoes and a dinner roll. If you don’t make a
reservation, you can stop to see if there is a meal available. You may make a contribution for your meal, or
pay it forward for someone else, but a contribution is not required. Thank you to the Discipleship and
Fellowship Committees are coordinating this event.

