December 24, 2020
Christmas Eve Service
Joint Worship to be the church together.

Voices from Augustana & First Lutheran
Worship broadcast via YouTube. YouTube links found on:
www.augustanalutheran.org

www.firstlutheranchurchff.org

PRELUDE

MEGHAN STRINGER

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
LITANY
P - We rejoice in the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
C - To the praise of your glorious grace.
P - We thank you for granting us the patience to await His arrival.
C - To the praise of your glorious grace.
P - May we sing this day with the angels.
C - To the praise of your glorious grace.
P - May we praise you like the shepherds of old.
C - To the praise of your glorious grace.
P - May we leave here this holy night with gratitude and in your strength.
C - To the praise of your glorious grace.
OPENING HYMN

“Good Christian Friends Rejoice”

HYMN #288 v.1-3

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open and all desires known and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen!
Pause. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For they sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, to so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the
brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness--on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of
their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor you have broken as on the
day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood, shall be
burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward
and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
SPECIAL MUSIC

“Gesu Bambino”

MEGHAN STRINGER

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14
The holy gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In
that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will b e sign for you; you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” The
gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Where Does God Fit In?”
“In the Bleak Midwinter”

PASTOR DAVID STROM
HYMN #294, v.1-3

OFFERING

“Breath of Heaven”

LINDA MELLON

OFFERING PRAYER
Generous God, you have given us life, this community, and these gifts of the earth that become the
meal of your grace. Move in our hearts, that we might use your gifts to bring hope and blessing
wherever we go, through Christ our Lord. Amen!
COMMUNION
This is the Lord's Table, all are welcome here. In your home is an ordinary table now set apart and
holy, Christ is present there. All are welcome to partake in the Lord's Supper, wherever you may be.
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. It is right to give God our thanks and praise.
Holy God, throughout the generations you have come to be present with us at our tables, turning
ordinary meals into holy moments for us to experience your grace in tangible ways. In an upper room
of a guest house in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
The body of Christ given for you. (all share in eating the bread)
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
The blood of Christ shed for you. (all sharing in drinking of the cup)
Together as the body of Christ, trusting that the distance that separates us is bridged by the Holy
Spirit who makes us one, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC

“Wexford Carol”

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

PASTOR DAVID STROM

HYMN

“Silent Night”

HYMN 281 Vv1-3

SENDING
P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
C: The light shines in the darkness, the darkness has not overcome it.
P: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
C: In him was life, and life was the light of all people.
P: May the light of Christ shine on you with God’s grace and mercy. May you be filled with joy and
peace!
C: Thanks be to God. Amen.
Extinguish the candles and return them to the basket.
BLESSING
May the Lord bless and keep you: May the Lord make His face to shine upon you and gracious unto
you: May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give His peace. In the name of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
DISMISSAL
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
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MEGHAN STRINGER

