December 25, 2020
Christmas Day – Festival of Lessons & Carols
Joint Worship to be the church together.

Voices from Augustana & First Lutheran
Worship broadcast via radio and YouTube. YouTube links found on:
www.augustanalutheran.org www.firstlutheranchurchff.org
This service will be broadcast via YouTube on December 25, 2020 at 10 am
The service will also be on the radio on Sunday, December 27, 2020 at 9:30 am

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE CHRISTMAS BELL
GREETING AND WORDS OF WELCOME
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN

KRISTY WICKLUND

INVITATORY PRAYER
Beloved in Christ, at this Christmas-tide let it be our care and delight to hear again the
message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing
which is come to pass, and the babe lying in a manger. Therefore, let us read and mark in holy
scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto
the glorious redemption brought us by this holy child. In Jesus name. Amen.
CAROL
Once in Royal David's City
Hymn #269, v.1
1 Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed, where a mother laid her baby in a
manger for his bed: Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little child.
FIRST LESSON: Genesis 3:8-15
God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent’s head.
8

They heard the sound of the Lord GOD walking in the garden at the time of the evening
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord GOD among
the trees of the garden. 9But the Lord GOD called to the man, and said to him, "Where are
you?" 10He said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked; and I hid myself." 11He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" 12The man said, "The woman whom you gave
to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate." 13Then the Lord GOD said to the
woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I
ate." 14The Lord GOD said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you among
all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life. 15I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel."

CAROL

It Came Upon A Midnight Clear

Hymn #282, v.1

1 It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from angels bending near the earth to
touch their harps of gold: "Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav'n's all-gracious king." The
world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

SECOND LESSON: Genesis 22:15-18
God promised to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed.
15

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16and said, "By myself I
have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your
only son, 17I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of
their enemies, 18and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for
themselves, because you have obeyed my voice."
CAROL
“Of The Father's Love Begotten”
Hymn #295, v.1
1 Of the Father's love begotten ere the worlds began to be, he is Alpha and Omega, he the
source, the ending he, of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see,
evermore and evermore.
THIRD LESSON: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah.
2

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness — on them light has shined. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be
endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD
of hosts will do this.
CAROL
Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming
Hymn #272, v.1,
1 Lo, how a rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! Of Jesse's lineage coming
as seers of old have sung, it came, a flow'r so bright, amid the cold of winter, when half-spent
was the night.
FOURTH LESSON: Micah 5:2-4
The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem.
2

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from
ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in
the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be
great to the ends of the earth.

CAROL
O Little Town of Bethlehem
Hymn #279, v.1
1 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by; yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. The hopes and fears
of all the years are met in thee tonight.
FIFTH LESSON: Luke 1:26-38
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's
name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with
you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
31
And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"
35
The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.
36
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth
month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God." 38Then
Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then
the angel departed from her.
27

SPECIAL MUSIC
The Annunciation and the Magnificat
HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER
Congregation joins: My soul proclaims your greatness, O God, and my spirit rejoices in you.
You have looked with love on your servant here, and blessed me all my life through.
SIXTH LESSON: Luke 2:1, 3-7
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
1

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
CAROL
Away in a Manger
Hymn #277, v.1
1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

SEVENTH LESSON: Luke 2:8-16
The shepherds go to the manger.
8

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 15When the angels had left them
and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
CAROL
Angels We Have Heard On High
Hymn #289, v.1
1 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains.
Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.
EIGHTH LESSON: Matthew 2:1-11
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.
1

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
5
They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6'And you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 7Then Herod secretly
called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.
8
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." 9When they
had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child
with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
CAROL
The First Noel
Hymn #300, v.3
3 And by the light of that same star three wise men came from country far; to seek for a king
was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went. Refrain
Refrain: Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel.

NINTH LESSON: John 1:1-14
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was
in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6There was
a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the
world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh
and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace
and truth.
CAROL
Good Christian Friends Rejoice
Hymn #288, v.1
1 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; give ye heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today; ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!
CHRISTMAS PRAYER AND THANKS FOR OFFERINGS
Let us pray. All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has
brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the
birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
COMMUNION
This is the Lord's Table, all are welcome here. In your home is an ordinary table now set apart and holy, Christ
is present there. All are welcome to partake in the Lord's Supper, wherever you may be.
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. It is right to give God our thanks and praise.
Holy God, throughout the generations you have come to be present with us at our tables, turning ordinary
meals into holy moments for us to experience your grace in tangible ways. In an upper room of a guest house
in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
The body of Christ given for you. (all share in eating the bread)
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
The blood of Christ shed for you. (all sharing in drinking of the cup)
Together as the body of Christ, trusting that the distance that separates us is bridged by the Holy Spirit who
makes us one, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
CHRISTMAS BLESSING
God the Creator who delights in you, Jesus the Savior who is born for you, and the lifegiving
Spirit who shines on you, bless you and keep you in hope and peace. Amen.
CAROL
Joy to the World
Hymn #267, v.1,2,4
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; let ev'ry heart prepare him
room and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n, and heav'n and
nature sing.
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ, while fields and floods, rocks,
hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding
joy.
4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove the glories of his
righteousness and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his
love.
POSTLUDE
A reminder, this Christmas Day service will also be broadcast on the radio on Sunday,
December 27, 2020 at 9:30 am. Thank you to Jack & Sandy Pearson and Kari & Adam Vaughn
for sponsoring the radio broadcast in celebration of their December wedding anniversaries.
Also, on Sunday, December 27 the First Lutheran Talent Show will be on YouTube. Links found
on www.firstlutheranchurch.org or www.augustanalutheran.org.

Wishing you a Blessed Christmas!
Staff of Augustana & First Lutheran Churches

