December 13, 2020
3rd Sunday of Advent
Voices from Augustana & First Lutheran to be the church together
Worship broadcast via radio and YouTube. YouTube links found on:
www.augustanalutheran.org www.firstlutheranchurchff.org

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Reader One: We want everything to look nice: the decorations of the season, our homes with their lights and
tinsel, wreaths and ribbons. We want to lighten the darkness around us, bring beauty to the ugliness that
wears us down. We decorate, because it is tradition. Because it lifts our hearts. Because it makes us feel like
children again. We deck our halls because company is coming.
Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah smiled when he said, “God will give a garland instead of ashes, the oil of
gladness instead of mourning, a mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.” No matter how far we feel from the
spirit of the season, God promises to decorate us with love and with joy.
Reader One: We light these candles as a sign of our joy in the beautiful things of this season – not just the
things that glitter and flash, but the deeper things, the beauty of the heart and the soul, the beauty of love
shared in service and hospitality. We light this candle of joy because company is coming.
Reader Two: O Come, O Come Emmanuel.

GATHERING HYMN

Prepare the Royal Highway

HYMN #264, v.1,4

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the parent who rouses us from slumber, the shepherd
who gathers us on the holy mountain, the deliverer who sets us free. Amen.
Let us come before the living God in confession. Silence is kept for reflection.
As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, we open our hearts to you, O God.
Search us and know us. Reveal all that we keep inside. To you, O God, we confess our sins,
known and unknown. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us in your ways of justice and peace.
Make us reflections of the radiant love of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the righteous judge who has
mercy on all. Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, where sin is washed away
in the river of life. Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one who nurtures all creation. Go
forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven in the name of the one who is coming
and is already here, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
KYRIE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing and honor and
glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words
of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

KRISTY WICKLUND

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10
1
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the
crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon
shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say
to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come
with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you." 5Then the eyes of the
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a
deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the
wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty
ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become
reeds and rushes. 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean
shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go
astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be
found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: James 5:7-10
The holy gospel according to James. Glory to you, O Lord.
7
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the
doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
SPECIAL MUSIC

“EMMANUEL” BY CHRIS TOMLIN

PASTOR GRETCHEN ENOCH
EMMA AND JENNIFER STANS

HMN OF THE DAY

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

HYMN #257, v.1,4

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING

OFFERTORY

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

HYMN #249, v.1

COMMUNION
This is the Lord's Table, all are welcome here. In your home is an ordinary table now set apart and
holy, Christ is present there. All are welcome to partake in the Lord's Supper, wherever you may be.
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. It is right to give God our thanks and praise.
Holy God, throughout the generations you have come to be present with us at our tables, turning
ordinary meals into holy moments for us to experience your grace in tangible ways. In an upper room
of a guest house in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
The body of Christ given for you. (all share in eating the bread)
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
The blood of Christ shed for you. (all sharing in drinking of the cup)
Together as the body of Christ, trusting that the distance that separates us is bridged by the Holy
Spirit who makes us one, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

COMMUNION HYMN

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

HYMN #490, v.1

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
May God, who gathers us in love, lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice. May God,
who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, lead you in pathways of forgiveness and
freedom. May God, who fills us with good things, lead you in pathways of equity and
abundance. The blessing of the holy Trinity, one God, be upon you and remain with you
forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN

Hark the Glad Sound

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
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HYMN #239, v.1,4

FIRST LUTHERAN ANNOUNCEMENTS SUNDAY DECEMBER 13, 2020

Church phone number 739-3348 and email office@flcff.org
The flowers on the altar are given by Katie Haugrud in memory of Judith Peterson.
The bouquet of flowers is given by Pastor Stan and Beverly Satre in celebration of their 66th wedding
anniversary.
The radio broadcast is sponsored by Augustana Lutheran Church.
In-person worship is paused through December 18. Worship continues to be with Augustana and will be
broadcast on the radio and YouTube. There will not be Zoom fellowship after worship in December.
On-site meetings (except for recovery groups) and education are paused through December 18. Staff will be
in the office. Please call 739-3348 to arrange a time to come in the building. Thank You
Coming up this week:
• Wednesday, December 16, FLY K-2nd 4:30-5:00pm on zoom and FLY 3rd-6th 5:00-5:45pm on zoom.
• Wednesday, December 16, Advent Reflections available on YouTube.
• Thursday, December 17, Messenger articles for January are due.
• Saturday, December 19, Food Basket delivery.
Advent Reflections, with Pastor Gretchen Enoch, Rev. David Strom, & Vicar Lynn Melchior will be
available each Wednesday during Advent on the First Lutheran website: www.firstlutheranchurchff.org.
First Lutheran Talent Show will be streamed on YouTube on Sunday, December 27 at 9:30 am. Photos,
videos, written memories, songs, readings, etc. can be submitted to Kristy by December 13th to be included in
the video. If you have questions, contact Kristy at kristy@flcff.org or 218 531-9544. Join us as we share the
Christmas spirit and the miracle of Jesus’ birth with the community as a united church. Deadline for
submissions for the Talent Show is today, December 13th!
How Can I Help? If you have items to drop off, please call the church office and we will open the door
for you. 739-3348.
• The Riverside Lions collect eyeglasses for reuse. There is a collection box in the Narthex for your
convenience.
• Mitten Ministry – we are collecting new mittens, hats, and scarves (purchased or homemade) to help
those in need of winter wear. Please leave your donation in the basket in the Narthex.
• Change to Make a Change – There is a large plastic bottle in the Narthex, and we invite you to put
your spare change in the bottle. The money collected will go to help feed the hungry – 75% locally and
25% worldwide.
• Green Living is promoted by Lion Clubs International. There is a recycling program for clean
plastic bags & wraps. There is a receptacle in the narthex for you to place your surplus clean bags &
wraps. NOT ACCEPTABLE: frozen veggie bags, chip bags, salad bags, waxy/coated bags. Thanks,
from the Riverside Lions, Fergus Falls.
Meals by Wheels Board of Directors is looking for additional people to join their board. The board meets
four times a year. If you are interested, please contact one of the board members from First Lutheran: Joan
Anderson 218-731-7664 or Dolores Simdorn 218-770-5530.
Don’t Forget! Offerings need to be received by the church office before December 28 to be recorded on your
2020 Giving Statement. Thank you!
Annual Congregational Meeting will be on January 31, 2021. Watch for more information.
Financial Update: As of December 7, 2020, year-to-date revenue: $433,189, year-to-date budget $486,911, last
year $437,526.

