November 22, 2020
25th Sunday of Pentecost
Joint Worship to be the church together.

Voices from Augustana & First Lutheran
Worship broadcast via radio and YouTube. YouTube links found on:
www.augustanalutheran.org

PRELUDE

www.firstlutheranchurchff.org

MEGHAN STRINGER

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. Let us
come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of
praise!
GATHERING HYMN
O God Beyond All Praising
HYMN #880 v.1,3

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.

KYRIE

p. 184 Congregation sings the refrain

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, One God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen!
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. Gracious God; have mercy on us. We
confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and
serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen!
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

p.187

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us look to our God in prayer: O God of power and might,
your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom
to know what is right and the strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

HOSANNA HANDBELLS

ARR. SANDRA

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

KRISTY WICKLUND

READING: Ephesians 1:15-23
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not
cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness
of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work
in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head
over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. The word of the
Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his
glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the
left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world, for I was hungry and you gave me food. I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave
me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will
answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something
to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?
And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me’ Then
he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for
the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me mothing to
drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison
and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or
a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell
you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life. The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

REV. DAVID STROM
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name

HYMN #634, v.1,3,6

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the
church, the world, and all in need, as we respond with the phrase, “Hear us O God, Your mercy is
great.”
Brief Silence
Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social
ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been served.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending divisions among us
and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us O God, Your mercy is great.
Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression and
prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped away.
Hear us O God, Your mercy is great.
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain those who
work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of young
people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation
around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen!
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY
WORSHIP & PRAISE #41
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks because he’s given Jesus
Christ, his Son. Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks because
he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,”
because of what the Lord has done for us. And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say,
“I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks!
COMMUNION
This is the Lord's Table, all are welcome here. In your home is an ordinary table now set apart and
holy, Christ is present there. All are welcome to partake in the Lord's Supper, wherever you may be.
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. It is right to give God our thanks and praise.
Holy God, throughout the generations you have come to be present with us at our tables, turning
ordinary meals into holy moments for us to experience your grace in tangible ways. In an upper room
of a guest house in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
The body of Christ given for you. (all share in eating the bread)
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
The blood of Christ shed for you. (all sharing in drinking of the cup)
Together as the body of Christ, trusting that the distance that separates us is bridged by the Holy
Spirit who makes us one, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
COMMUNION HYMN

Beautiful Savior

HYMN #838 v. 1,4

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon
you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

Soon and Very Soon

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

HYMN #439, v.1,3,Coda

FIRST LUTHERAN ANNOUNCEMENTS SUNDAY NOVEMBER 22, 2020
Church phone number 739-3348 and email office@flcff.org
The flowers on the altar are given by Augustana Lutheran Church.
The radio broadcast is sponsored by Gordon & Mary Ann Goese from Augustana Lutheran Church.
Please keep the family and friends of Janice Trosvig in your prayers. Jan passed away on November 10.
Zoom Fellowship today November 22nd from 11:00 to 11:30 am. The purpose of this is to connect with people and to talk
about a fun topic! Today’s topic: Bring you best joke! Zoom link is: www.flcff.org/zoom-fellowship; Meeting ID: 817 4410
2677 Password: 402
In-person worship is paused through December 18. Worship continues to be with Augustana and will be broadcast on the
radio and YouTube.
Coming up this week:
• Monday, November 23 Women’s Bible Study via Zoom.
• Wednesday, November 25 – NO FLY K-6 and NO Hosanna Handbells and NO Confirmation.
• Thursday, November 26 – church office closed for Thanksgiving.
UPDATE: Thanksgiving Eve Worship at Bethlehem Lutheran on Wednesday, November 25 at 6:30 pm will be on the radio and
livestream only. Broadcast on KBRF 1250AM and live stream at www.facebook.com/bethlehemff. The non-perishable food
collection for the FF Food Shelf will be done at a later time.
Thankoffering 2020 –Lutheran women have given thanks to God and dollars to missions through Thankofferings for over 100
years. Please mark your donation “Thankoffering” and mail it to the church office before December 1.
Thanks to our volunteers for Meals by Wheels for Nov 23-25 and Nov 27. All the routes are filled!
Luther Crest 17th Annual Christmas Bake Sale is open for orders! Place an order by calling 320-846-2431, by completing an
on-line order form at www.luthercrest.org, or use a form on the Info Counter in the Narthex. Orders due Dec 4th.
Christmas Food Baskets – If you or someone you know could benefit from a Christmas Food Basket, please contact the church
before December 14th.
How Can I Help? If you have items to drop off, please call the church office and we will open the door for you. 739-3348.
• Giving Trees – financial contributions for the Giving Trees can be sent to the church office, specifying it is for the
Giving Tree. The funds will be used to shop for gifts for A Place to Belong and Someplace Safe.
• Service Food Market Fergus Falls will be matching up to $2000 for the Fergus Falls Area Food Shelf! Just let the
cashier know how much you would like to donate. Works with any type of payment and runs through Thanksgiving.
• The Riverside Lions collect eyeglasses for reuse. There is a collection box in the Narthex for your convenience.
• Mitten Ministry – we are collecting new mittens, hats & scarves (purchased or homemade) to help those in need of
winter wear. Please leave your donation in the basket in the Narthex.
• Change to Make a Change – There is a large plastic bottle in the Narthex, and we invite you to put your spare change
in the bottle. The money collected will go to help feed the hungry – 75% locally and 25% worldwide.
• Salvation Army has several opportunities to help in the upcoming weeks: 1) Donations needed for the Thanksgiving
Day To Go Meals (call 739-9692 for details), 2) Bell Ringers needed (call 739-9692 for details), 3) Christmas Toy Shop
(Angel Tree) collection boxes will be located at Fleet Farm & Walmart.
USDA Fresh Box Delivery on Saturday, November 28 from 9 am to 12 pm (or until boxes gone) at Bethel Lutheran parking lot.
Wednesday evening Advent Vesper Services have been cancelled in an effort to “dial back” and protect our community.
Green Living is promoted by Lion Clubs International. There is a recycling program for clean plastic bags & wraps. Please
place your communion baggies in the receptacle marked CLEAN BAGGIES, and your communion cups in the TRASH. Thank you
for living green! Also, there is a receptacle in the narthex for you to place your surplus clean bags & wraps. Acceptable: clean
shopping bags, bread bags, dry cleaning bags, produce bags, cereal bags, deflated air pillows, wraps from packs of water
bottles, paper towels, etc. NOT ACCEPTABLE: frozen veggie bags, chip bags, salad bags, waxy/coated bags. Thanks from the
Riverside Lions, Fergus Falls.
Productive Alternatives has positions available for Job Coach. If you enjoy working with the public with flexible hours and
providing support to individuals with varying abilities, contact Julie or Stacy at 218 998-5630.

IMPORTANT UPDATES FOR FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
The SMART Team met after Governor Walz's address to the State. Based on recommendations of 'dialing back'
through December 18 and to answer the call to protect our community, the actions recommended by the Smart
Team will be followed at First Lutheran Church through December 18:
• In-person worship is paused through December 18; online only. Services will use the bare minimum of
people (singers/lectors/pastors, etc.) at each service. Services will be broadcast on the radio and
YouTube.
• FLC will remain open to the recovery community and continue to host AA Al Anon etc. meetings to support
this essential service. The key-holders for these groups will be reminded of the masking/distancing policy.
• The office will be closed to the public and will be open by appointment. Please call 739-3348 to arrange a
time to come in the building.
• Employees will still work onsite and will follow masking/distancing protocols.
• No onsite education, including Confirmation.
• No in-person Committee meetings. Staff meetings will be held on-line.

Council Resolution
The First Lutheran Church Council passed the following resolution at its meeting on November 10, 2020:
The Council of First Lutheran Church, Fergus Falls hereby resolves that it will resume in-person worship as of November 1,
2020. Please note: As of November 18, in-person worship has been paused through December 18.
• Consistent with our calling to love and care for one another and for the health of our neighbors, any person
attending in-person worship (including weddings and funerals) or other church activities must (1) sign-in providing
their name and phone number, (2) wear a face covering at all times, and (3) maintain social distancing.
• Those who are ill, have tested positive for COVID-19, or who are in vulnerable populations shall refrain from
attending in-person worship or other church activities. A person exposed to COVID-19, or who has previously
tested positive for COVID-19, must refrain from attending in-person worship or other church activities until they
have met their isolation period requirements and are no longer considered infectious.
• Persons who choose to attend in-person worship or other church activities agree to promptly inform the Church if
they learn they have tested positive for, or have been exposed to, COVID-19. The notice should be made by
calling Calie Anderson at 1-218-739-3348 and inform us of the relevant date(s) of in-person church attendance.
• The Church, together with local or state health authorities, will make appropriate notifications to others who may
have been in attendance on the same day while maintaining the confidentiality of those involved as directed
under state law. This action should not be considered as a substitution for the individuals own responsibility to
contact public health officials for more detailed contact tracing.

“For nothing is impossible with God.” Luke 1:37
WHO: Everyone of all ages
WHAT: To share the Christmas spirit and the miracle of Jesus’
birth with the community as a united church.
HOW: Participate by singing a Christmas song, playing an
instrument, reading a passage from the Bible about the birth of
Jesus, dressing up like a character from the nativity, sharing a
message on a poster board, etc… Videos and pictures will be
submitted and will be put into a Christmas Talent Show video to
share at worship on Sunday, December 27 at 9:30 a.m. and on
YouTube.
WHEN: All pictures and videos must be submitted by Sunday,
December 13th. If you need recording services, please contact
Kristy. Video will premiere on Sunday, December 27th at 9:30
a.m.
Please submit videos and pictures, or ask for recording services to:
Kristy Wicklund,
Kristy@flcff.org (218) 531-9544
First Lutheran Church 402 S Court St, Fergus Falls, MN

