July 12, 2020
6th Sunday after Pentecost
Joint Worship to be the church together.

Voices from all congregations – Hope, Augustana, First Lutheran
Worship broadcast via radio and YouTube. YouTube links found on:
www.hopeff.org
www.augustanalutheran.org
www.firstlutheranchurchff.org

RINGING OF THE BELL
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING HYMN

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

HYMN #533, v.1,2

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we
have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you
have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

VICAR LYNN MELCHIOR

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land
in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.
10

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they
have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread
to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me
empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent
it. 12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before
you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the
thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be
to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good news
that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news
produces different results in those who hear.
1

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on
the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to
sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up.
5
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since
they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up
and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

PASTOR ALI HAUGERUD
“Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” (sing twice)

HYMN #512

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC

ALISE WERNER
ANNE TAYLOR, PIANO

OFFERTORY

COMMUNION
This is the Lord's Table, all are welcome here. In your home is an ordinary table now set apart
and holy, Christ is present there. All are welcome to partake in the Lord's Supper, wherever
you may be.
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. It is right to give God our thanks and praise.
Holy God, throughout the generations you have come to be present with us at our tables,
turning ordinary meals into holy moments for us to experience your grace in tangible ways. In
an upper room of a guest house in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
The body of Christ given for you. (all share in eating the bread)
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
The blood of Christ shed for you. (all sharing in drinking of the cup)
Together as the body of Christ, trusting that the distance that separates us is bridged by the
Holy Spirit who makes us one, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

COMMUNION HYMN
Let Us Break Bread Together
HYMN #471, v.1
1 Let us break bread together on our knees; let us break bread together on our knees.
Refrain
When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord
look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

On What Has Now Been Sown

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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HYMN #550

FIRST LUTHERAN ANNOUNCEMENTS SUNDAY JULY 12, 2020
Church phone number 739-3348 and email office@flcff.org
The flowers on the altar are given by Jacqueline Ness-Ludwig in memory of her dad Ken Ness, who passed away on July
15, 2015.
The radio broadcast is sponsored by Steve Guttormson and Nancy Swenson in honor of their parents.
Please keep Helen Watkins and family in prayer. Helen’s husband, Bill, passed away on July 4, 2020.
First Lutheran, Hope & Augustana will continue to provide worship opportunities with Holy Communion on Sunday
mornings. All worship services are closed to the public, but will be live streamed on YouTube and on-air on KJJK AM 1020
or Channel 977 FM97.7 at 9:30 am. Services are also being aired on PEG Access Channel 8, check the schedule for times.
We will continue to hold online worship through September 6, 2020. The Smart Team is working on a plan regarding
return to worship and other church activities. We will provide updates as they are available.
The church building is open from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday and the office will be staffed during
these times, as we are able. Church and public meetings can be held, with the following guidelines: groups of 10 or less,
being aware of physical distancing, masks encouraged, sanitization of the room after the meeting.
If you have a pastoral care emergency, you can contact Pastor Gretchen at 218-321-0995. Please continue to call (leave
a message) and email with questions or concerns. Phone: 218-739-3348, Email: office@flcff.org, or check our website
firstlutheranchurchff.org for updates.
We appreciate your on-going support of the ministry of First Lutheran Church. Your gifts may be mailed to the church
at 402 South Court Street, or you can visit the website firstlutheranchurchff.org and click donate on the upper right
corner and set up your donation plan. Any questions, please call the office 739-3348.
VBS To-Go bags can be picked up at the church office, or call or text Kristy (218) 531-9544 for delivery.
Kindergarten through 6th grade students join First, Augustana, Hope, and Zion Lutheran Churches as we have a blast
with Luther Crest's Bold Transformational Faith Day Camp program. Dates are August 3-6 or 10-13. This program is
FREE and is all online. Please register by Monday, July 20th. Registration forms can be found in the VBS To-Go bags, in
front of the church office, or on our website. Check out our website for more information.
Church Council meets at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 14 via Zoom.
Riverside Lions Club of Fergus Falls is having a shoe drive. They are looking for new or gently used shoes. There is a
collection box in the Narthex, and the doors to church are open M-Th 8am to 1 pm. Thanks!!
Eunice (Eunie) Simonson is turning 90 on July 26! Her daughter Naomi would like friends to send a birthday greeting
and memory to tannygranny@gmail.com before July 15. Photos are welcome too. Naomi is making a birthday album
for her Mom. (Eunice and her late husband David were missionaries in Tanzania, and founders of Operation Bootstrap
Africa).
Christ in our Home for July-August-September and the July Messenger are available. Copies in the Narthex, or the
outdoor Little Free Library.
SAVE THE DATE:
• Wednesday, July 22 at 6:00 p.m. FLY K-6 Zoom Talent Show!
• Wednesday, July 29 at 6:00 p.m. First Communion Class (last year’s 5th graders) via Zoom.
• Sunday, August 9 at 11:00 a.m. Outdoor Confirmation Service for 8th grade confirmands and their families.
• Sunday, August 16 at 11:00 a.m. First Communion service.
• Sunday, August 23 at 11:00 a.m. Outdoor Confirmation Service for 9th grade confirmands and their families.
Financial Update: As of July 6, 2020, year-to-date revenue: $252,814, year-to-date budget $270,530.

