August 2, 2020
9th Sunday after Pentecost
Joint Worship to be the church together.

Voices from all congregations – Hope, Augustana, First Lutheran
Worship broadcast via radio and YouTube. YouTube links found on:
www.hopeff.org
www.augustanalutheran.org
www.firstlutheranchurchff.org

RINGING OF THE BELL
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING HYMN

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly

HYMN #461

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God, have mercy on us.
We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly
sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so
that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through
faith. Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover
creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and
spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

VICAR LYNN MELCHIOR

READING: Romans 9:1-5
This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s saving plan. He
opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s children, having God’s covenants,
being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.
1

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy
Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself
were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to
the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the
giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs, and from
them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others will not
allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles.
13

Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in
a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot
from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for
them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a
deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the
villages and buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give
them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.”
18
And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke
the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all
ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets
full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Compassion

VICAR LYNN MELCHIOR

HYMN OF THE DAY

Canticle Of The Turning

HYMN #723, V.1,2

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY
Create in Me a Clean Heart
HYMN #186
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold
me with your free Spirit.

COMMUNION
This is the Lord's Table, all are welcome here. In your home is an ordinary table now set apart and
holy, Christ is present there. All are welcome to partake in the Lord's Supper, wherever you may
be. The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. It is right to give God our thanks and praise.
Holy God, throughout the generations you have come to be present with us at our tables, turning
ordinary meals into holy moments for us to experience your grace in tangible ways. In an upper room
of a guest house in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
The body of Christ given for you. (all share in eating the bread)
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
The blood of Christ shed for you. (all sharing in drinking of the cup)
Together as the body of Christ, trusting that the distance that separates us is bridged by the Holy
Spirit who makes us one, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: Christ has died. Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

COMMUNION HYMN
Let Us Break Bread Together
HYMN #471, v.1
Let us break bread together on our knees; let us break bread together on our knees.
Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look
upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

HYMN #843

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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FIRST LUTHERAN ANNOUNCEMENTS SUNDAY AUGUST 2, 2020
Church phone number 739-3348 and email office@flcff.org
The flowers on the altar are given by Dale & Laurie Whitehead in memory of Laurie’s Mom, Elenor (Ellie)
Hanson, whose birthday was in August.
The radio broadcast is sponsored by Matt & Leslie Flugstad in celebration of their 19th wedding anniversary.
Please keep the family of Patricia Ashworth in prayer. Patricia passed away on June 4, 2020. A memorial
service will be held on Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at First Lutheran Church.
First Lutheran, Hope & Augustana will continue to provide worship opportunities with Holy Communion on
Sunday mornings. All worship services are closed to the public, but will be live streamed on YouTube and onair on KJJK AM 1020 or Channel 977 FM97.7 at 9:30 am. Services are also being aired on PEG Access Channel 8,
check the schedule for times.
We will continue to hold online worship through September 6, 2020. The Smart Team is working on a plan
regarding return to worship and other church activities. We will provide updates as they are available.
The church building is open from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday and the office will be
staffed during these times, as we are able. Church and public meetings can be held, with the following
guidelines: groups of 10 or less, being aware of physical distancing, masks required, sanitization of the room
after the meeting.
If you have a pastoral care emergency between July 30 and August 3, you can contact the church at 739-3348.
Please continue to call (leave a message) and email with questions or concerns. Phone: 218-739-3348, Email:
office@flcff.org, or check our website firstlutheranchurchff.org for updates.
The August Messenger and calendar has been posted to the website and mailed out. We have also placed
some copies in our Little Free Library if you would like to pick one up.
A Women’s Bible Study is being planned for this Fall! We are looking at a socially distanced meeting at the
church on either Monday at 6:00 p.m. or Wednesday at 7:00 a.m. The study would be on a book from the
New Testament, and led by Pastor Gretchen. If you are interested, please contact the office (739-3348 or
office@flcff.org) and indicate your time preference. We will be in touch when plans are finalized.
We appreciate your on-going support of the ministry of First Lutheran Church. Your gifts may be mailed to
the church at 402 South Court Street, or you can visit the website firstlutheranchurchff.org and click donate on
the upper right corner and set up your donation plan. Any questions, please call the office 739-3348.
COMING UP THIS WEEK:
• Monday, August 3, 2020 Executive Committee at 12:00 noon (Zoom).
• Tuesday, August 4, 2020 Discipleship Meeting at 5:30 p.m. (Zoom).
• Wednesday, August 5, 2020 FIT Team meeting 12:00 p.m. (Kairos).
SAVE THE DATE:
• Sunday, August 9 at 11:00 a.m. Outdoor Confirmation Service for 8th grade confirmands and their
families. This service will be livestreamed to our website www.firstlutheranchurchff.org.
• Sunday, August 16 at 11:00 a.m. Outdoor First Communion service for students and their families. This
service will be videotaped and posted to the church website.
• Sunday, August 23 at 11:00 a.m. Outdoor Confirmation Service for 9th grade confirmands and their
families. This service will be livestreamed to our church website www.firstlutherchurchff.org.
Financial Update: As of July 27, 2020, year-to-date revenue: $282,349, year-to-date budget $302,990.

