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MISSION: “As faithful disciples we serve God and welcome all people with open hearts.” 

The Messenger  
November 2025  

Dear people of First Lutheran – 

As I write this, it was this time of year fourteen years ago my mom was dying.  I think of her always, but this 
time of year I remember my daily shuffling to the hospital to spend time with her – while at the same time 
raising my boys who were toddlers, and trying to do my work as pastor of my church in Clifton, Texas. I’ll 
never forget how friends and parishioners stepped up to help me during that time. They reached out with 
their visits to me and my mom, one friend offered to take the boys for a night, a kind man in my church 
even offering to do the children’s message for me on Sunday so it would be one less thing for me to think 
about. So many kindnesses extended to me by people of faith and the dear congregations I have served. 

When the sun set on All Saints Day, 2011 (November 1) mom was still alive and by the time the sun rose on 
All Souls Day (November 2) she had died. I had fallen asleep on the couch next to her bed and when I woke 
I noticed I couldn’t hear her labored breathing in the dark anymore.  I knew she was gone, slipped from this 
life to the next while I slumbered. I miss her every day. 

You know that sting and ache of loss as well as I do. We all experience losses in our lives. On All Saints Sun-
day, in worship we take time to remember those loved ones who have died. It is a particularly meaningful 
service as we name those from our congregation who have died in the last year and we also remember all 
those most dear to us who have gone on before us. 

I hope you can join us in worship on All Saints Sunday, November 2 – whether in person or online. And take 
time in November to remember your loved ones who have died. Do something special to keep their 
memory alive. And also take time to ask one another to share stories about their departed loved ones.   We 
all need to tell those stories about people that have mattered to us. We all need to have occasion to share 
our griefs – whether they are old or brand new. 

For Those Who Walked With Us (by Jan Richardson) 

For those 
who walked with us, 
this is a prayer. 

For those 
who have gone ahead, 
this is a blessing. 

For those 
who touched and tended us, 
who lingered with us 
while they lived, 
this is a thanksgiving. 

For those 
who journey still with us 
in the shadows of awareness, 
in the crevices of memory, 
in the landscape of our dreams, 
this is a benediction. 

I thank God for you –   Pastor Ruth  
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Ways to Worship with Us 

If you or someone you know is in need of a  

pastoral visit, feel free to call the office and let 

us know.  If  a hospital stay occurs, please note 

that hospitals do not typically notify churches 

or pastors due to HIPPA regulations.  Should 

the need for an immediate emergency visit 

arise, please call our office at 218-739-3348, or     

Pastor Ruth’s cell number is  (254) 265-5349 

                                                 During the month of       

                                           November, FLC will           

                                           Be collecting food 

for the local food shelf.  Food (not expired  

please) or cash offerings can be dropped off  

in the shopping carts found in the Narthex  

and Fellowship Hall areas. Thank you for  

supporting this important ministry!  
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First Lutheran Church Foundation Fergus Falls Minnesota 

Purpose-to receive, hold, invest and disperse funds for the 
benefit for First Lutheran Church Fergus Falls and the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

Foundation Giving Groups within the Church 

*Archives Supplies 

*Bibles Youth Cemetery Lawn Mow 

*Day Camp 

*First Lutheran Church 150th Celebration 

*Owls 

*Pastor Development 

*Relay Sunday 

*Scholarships –Church Colleges for students of FLC            
going to ELCA College 

*Stained Glass Window 

Foundation Giving outside of the church in the City of 

Fergus Falls  and State of Minnesota 

*A Place to belong                   *Pioneer Care Remodeling 

*Blessing Closet                        *Quilts for High School  

*Salvation Army                       *Jail Inc. 

*Scholarships for Luther-        *Shop with a Hero 

          Crest for Kids                   *Some Place Safe 

*United Way  - Back pack       *United Way  

*Lake Region Half House                   -Imagination Library 

*Meals by Wheels                     *Young Life 

*Mill Street Chapel                   *ELCA Global Mission 

*Morning Watch                        *Luther Crest Operations 

*Otter Cove Children’s              *Luther Seminary Rural 

           Museum                                     Focus 
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Our wonderful Love Day Quilters     

faithfully continue getting together each 

Monday, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm to 

sew and work on mission projects. Stop 

by and see how you can share this time with them!  

Need Some Support?                                                      
The First Lutheran Support Group meets on 

the second Wednesday of the month at    
10:30 am in the conference room. This group 

is for anyone who has lost and misses a loved one. Please 
come join us for supportive conversation and loving      

comradery. If you have any questions, feel free to call Terry 
Gervais at: 952-250-0432. 

November is here- which means it’s time to collect 

monetary donations to be sent to our national offices.  

Countless women and children are in dire need of safe 

drinking water, food, medical care, a safe place to live, 

education, and much more.  Let your dollars go where 

you cannot.  Open your hearts with your prayers and 

donations. 

This project ends November 30.  Please make checks 

payable to First Lutheran Church with WELCA 

Thankoffering written on the memo line. 

Thank you! 

Thankoffering 

First Lutheran Church 

is looking to provide 

an additional wheel 

chair for persons 

attending services or 

events in our      

building. If you have 

a gently used wheel chair that could be       

donated please contact the office to arrange 

for drop off. Thank you for your                    

consideration!  

                                           
September 2025, we   
completed Phase 2 of the                                                                                      
tuck-pointing and brick 
sealing on the west side of 
the Chancel area in the 
sanctuary. 

 We are receiving bids 
to repair the plaster and   

repaint the moisture damaged areas within 
the Sanctuary. Completion of this work to be 
done in 2026 is dependent upon approval and 
financing. 

 The office has been told that Junius Avenue 
will be getting one coat of tar still this Fall. 

 Thank You Chris Werner (TAG UP) for          
donating the outside “Fellowship Hall” sign. 

 We are having many conversations regarding 
safety in our church. Concerns on weekdays 
during office hours, Sunday morning services 
and Wednesday night activities. The decision 
has been made that for Sunday morning     
services at 9:15am the north and east doors 
to the sanctuary area will be locked. We are 
questioning why outside doors that should be 
locked have been found unlocked the           
following morning. 
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First Lutheran Church profit/loss cash flow year to date 

 

 

 

 

                            2025 Giving Tree 

Christmas is a time of giving. A tradition of 
giving is a part of the history of First      
Lutheran Church.  We are partnering with 
a Place to Belong to bring the joy of     
Christmas to its clients. Beginning in November a giving 
tree will be located in the Narthex displaying ornaments 
with gift requests.  Please consider choosing one of the 
ornaments and fulfilling the wish indicated. Directions will 
be printed on the back of the ornament. Gifts need to be 
wrapped with the gift tag attached and brought to the 
church office by December 12. 

God bless you and thank you for your generosity,  

Outreach Committee of First Lutheran  
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Officers 
Jeani Trosvig, President 

Wade Jyrkas, VP 

Cathy Neuman, Secretary 

Leonard Hatzenbuhler, Treasurer 

Council Members 
Darren Krein, Thane Schmidt- 

                 Adult Ed  

Kristi Dinsmore-Children, Youth, & 
Families 

Sue Toso-Community Life 

Ann Mathison-Mission 

Kari Vaughn-Worship 

John Demuth-Personnel 

Kristi Goos-Stewardship 

Dale & Jody Hanson-Property 

I was at a Yin yoga class one day with one of my favorite Gurus named Wendy. Up til now, I had 
mostly taken Vinyasa yoga classes where movement and breath are linked, and you ‘flow.’ I liked 
the flowing, the movement; I’ve never been all that great at sitting still. This class was different. 
You held the pose, often an uncomfortable one and you breathed. You were to breathe through 

the discomfort. I instantly disliked it. I found myself becoming angry and began to question why I 
was there? I had paid good money for this class, taken time away from my family to be here…to be uncomfortable. I 
then told myself that I could leave, I could get up, roll up my yoga mat and walk out. No more discomfort. Or I could 
STAY and BREATHE and realize that this too shall pass. So I stayed and forced myself to breathe deeply and eventu-
ally we moved on to another pose. But I carried the lesson with me.  

When I find myself in uncomfortable conversations, uncomfortable rooms, I now breathe and tell myself to see it 
through. I have begun to think of those deep cleansing breaths as the Holy Spirit breathing into the tight, uncom-
fortable corners of my life that I don’t particularly want to put myself in. Many times over the past months of     
serving on council, I have called upon these breaths to steady me. When I’ve been in the area mission conversations 
with our ELCA brothers and sisters, when I’ve walked into meetings feeling like an imposter, when I’ve spoken with 
church members who continue to grieve the many changes we have gone through this year…the Holy Spirit is there, 
holding me up, helping me to breath and stay present…knowing this too shall pass.  

God’s peace,  

Jeani Trosvig, FLC Council President 

Corner 

Ways to give: 

In Person 
Whether it’s cash or check, we 
appreciate your kindness. Please 
place your offerings in an         
envelope and drop them in the 
offering plate.   
 
Online 
Visit firstlutheranchurchff.org 
and click Offering to set up a one
-time or recurring  donation. 
 
Mobile App  
Download the Vanco Mobile app 
from your app store to set up a 
one-time or recurring donation. 
Search Fergus Falls and then 
choose First Lutheran Church. 
 
QR CODE  
Scan the QR code to visit our 
online giving page.  

November 26 

    1:00pm  



 

 



 

 

After 5 days return to  

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

402 South Court Street  

Fergus Falls MN 56537 

Address Service Requested 

First Lutheran Church  

402 S Court Street  
Fergus Falls, MN 56537  
218-739-3348  
www.firstlutheranchurchff.org  

Worship Times 
Sundays at 9:00 am 

Wednesdays at 5:30 pm                               
 

Office Hours 
Mon—Fri,  8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Staff Directory   

Interim Pastor Pr. Ruth Hetland PastorRuth@flcff.org 

Director Children, Youth & Families Ministries Kristy Wicklund Kristy@flcff.org 

Organist Keith Melberg Melberke@prtel.com 

Choir Director Harriet Wicklund Wicklund@charter.net 

Hosanna Handbells Director Linda Mellon LindaMellon@mac.com 

Worship Team Director Anne Taylor AnnemlTaylor@gmail.com 

Office Manager Vicki Ray Office@flcff.org 

Office Assistant Mary Johnson MaryJ@flcff.org 


