MISSION: “As faithful disciples we serve God and welcome all people with open hearts.”

CONTENTS Dear people of First Lutheran —

2 As | write this, it was this time of year fourteen years ago my mom was dying. | think of her always, but this
time of year | remember my daily shuffling to the hospital to spend time with her — while at the same time

Thanksgiving Service | raising my boys who were toddlers, and trying to do my work as pastor of my church in Clifton, Texas. I’ll

Outreach Committeel never forget how friends and parishioners stepped up to help me during that time. They reached out with
their visits to me and my mom, one friend offered to take the boys for a night, a kind man in my church

3 even offering to do the children’s message for me on Sunday so it would be one less thing for me to think

Harvest Dinner about. So many kindnesses extended to me by people of faith and the dear congregations | have served.

FLC Foundation

4

Children’s Ministry

5

When the sun set on All Saints Day, 2011 (November 1) mom was still alive and by the time the sun rose on
All Souls Day (November 2) she had died. | had fallen asleep on the couch next to her bed and when | woke
I noticed | couldn’t hear her labored breathing in the dark anymore. | knew she was gone, slipped from this
life to the next while | slumbered. | miss her every day.

You know that sting and ache of loss as well as | do. We all experience losses in our lives. On All Saints Sun-
day, in worship we take time to remember those loved ones who have died. It is a particularly meaningful

Youth & Family service as we name those from our congregation who have died in the last year and we also remember all
- those most dear to us who have gone on before us.
Ministry
| hope you can join us in worship on All Saints Sunday, November 2 — whether in person or online. And take

6 time in November to remember your loved ones who have died. Do something special to keep their
WELCA memory alive. And also take time to ask one another to share stories about their departed loved ones. We

b all need to tell those stories about people that have mattered to us. We all need to have occasion to share
Property Committee our griefs — whether they are old or brand new.
7 For Those Who Walked With Us (by Jan Richardson)
Book Study For those
Finance

who walked with us,
this is a prayer.

8

Council Corner

9

Time & Talent

For those
who have gone ahead,
this is a blessing.

For those

who touched and tended us,
who lingered with us

while they lived,

this is a thanksgiving.

A publication of

First Lutheran Church

For those

who journey still with us

in the shadows of awareness,
in the crevices of memory,

in the landscape of our dreams,
this is a benediction.

| thank God for you — Pastor Ruth
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Funds raised go to support primary school
children’s lunches through :
Operation Bootstrap Africa ‘
Dessert Following Worship — We are Requesting donations to auction

for this OBA fundraiser, .
Thank you- from the Outreach Team g\ |

-

CARE

During the month of

November, FLC will

If you or someone you know is in need of a Be collecting food

pastoral visit, feel free to call the office and let for the local food shelf. Food (not expired

us know. If a hospital stay occurs, please note

that hospitals do not typically notify churches pleaselioneethioiisnli=sicahlEe dicbbEdiof

or pastors due to HIPPA regulations. Should in the shopping carts found in the Narthex

the need for an immediate emergency visit and Fellowship Hall areas. Thank you for

arise, please call our office at 218-739-3348, or

, ) supporting this important ministry!
Pastor Ruth’s cell number is (254) 265-5349

Ways to Worship with Us

a Sundays
PEG Access, ‘«" 9:00 am
Channe
Wednesdays
5:30 pm www.firstiutheranchurchff.org AM 1020
FM 97.7
Channel 977
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HARVEST ;i

DINNER
7ree Dinner gor Ve Communily

ALL ARE WELCOME

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6
5PM - 7PM

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
FELLOWSHIP HALL
402 S COURT ST

We meet after worship services during coffee fellowship:
September 28
October 12
November 16 and November 23

* * ONCE AND FUTURE CHURCH

VISIONING PROCESS

Plcascjoin our congreqation as we ask, “What is God up to here at First
Lutheran?”

How can we work togeﬂm‘. faitkfu”g, to do this ministry?
What should our foci be for the next few years?

We need each of you at these meetings so we can havea full picture of what First

Lutheran Church can become and who best to lead us into that vision.

y
3 |

First Lutheran Church Foundation Fergus Falls Minnesota

Purpose-to receive, hold, invest and disperse funds for the
benefit for First Lutheran Church Fergus Falls and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America

Foundation Giving Groups within the Church

*Archives Supplies

*Bibles Youth Cemetery Lawn Mow
*Day Camp

*First Lutheran Church 150th Celebration
*Owls

*Pastor Development

*Relay Sunday

*Scholarships —Church Colleges for students of FLC
going to ELCA College

*Stained Glass Window

Foundation Giving outside of the church in the City of

Fergus Falls and State of Minnesota

*A Place to belong
*Blessing Closet
*Salvation Army
*Scholarships for Luther-
Crest for Kids
*United Way - Back pack
*Lake Region Half House
*Meals by Wheels
*Mill Street Chapel
*Morning Watch
*Otter Cove Children’s

Museum

*Pioneer Care Remodeling
*Quilts for High School

*Jail Inc.

*Shop with a Hero

*Some Place Safe

*United Way

-lImagination Library

*Young Life

*ELCA Global Mission
*Luther Crest Operations
*Luther Seminary Rural

Focus




Christmas
Program Practice

November is upon us and sightings of
Christmas are popping up. With that,
Butterflies and Sunday School are
practicing for the annual Christmas
Program. Please try to be come every
Sunday of the month of November. We
have such a short time to learn parts and
songs, every Sunday counts! Also, if your
child would like to show off a special
talent such as playing an instrument,
singing a solo or duet, dancing, or
something else, please let Kristy know.
We would love to add it to our program!

sunday School
Christmas Program
December 14th at 9:00am

DRESS UP DAYS

FOR CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
PRACTICE DAYS

Christmas

s s

Wear a
festive hat
and socks.

Pajama

.' Day

Wear some
F. N cozy pjs.

Calling all Parents, Guardians,
Grandparents, & Youth!

We need your help! We will be putting together school bags for Lutheran World Relief on November 2™

during the Sunday School hour in the conference room. Last year, ELCA churches sent 140,117 school kits to

the countries of Angola, Georgia, Honduras, Lebanon, Mali, Moldova, Nicaragua, Niger, Peru, Senegal, South

Sudan, Tanzania, Tiirkiye, Ukraine, Zambia, and the USA. Join us in making a difference in a child’s life

and giving them the tools to grow.

-
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Sundays

This month during Sunday
School & Butterflies, we will
be working on our Christmas
program and

learning:

e God brings us laughter.

e God helps us make things right.

« God has a big picture through ups and downs.

Youth Connect will be digging into how the Sunday’s
gospels of “Zacchaeus”- Luke 19:1-10 , and “The
Resurrection & Marriage”- Luke 20:27-38, “The
Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End
Times”-Luke 21:5-19, “Jesus the Bread of Life”-John
6:25-35 speaks to us in our current lives. Some of the
youth will also be helping with the Christmas Program.

No Sunday Children & Youth Programs
-November 30th

Summer Youth Mission
Trip to Duluth

July 19th-24th for any current 7th-12'" graders
can join in for an exciting week of service work in
Duluth. We will be working with different
organizations, meeting youth from other churches
from all over, deepening our faith and exploring
what it means to love our neighbor, also having
fun with friends. Sign up by November 9" with
the deposit to reserve your spot. Spots are limited
and openings for late sign-ups are not guaranteed.
For more info, or to signup please contact Kristy
Wicklund.

—

ﬁ Kﬂsﬁund

W=  Director of Children,

_ Youth, & Family'’s
y s Ministries
ContodMe
Callor Text: (218) 5319544

Email: kristy@ficff.org

’ Wednesdays
This month during F3 &

Elevate, we will be

finishing up the book of
Genesis with the stories of:
¢ God Promises Sarah a Son
e God Brings Jacob & Esau Back Together
e God Has a Plan for Joseph

NO F3 or Elevate on November 26™

Confirmation- We will be prepping and
working at the Harvest Dinner. We will also be
learning more about the 10 Commandments.

Important dates: Nov. 5- Harvest Dinner Prep
Nov. 6- Harvest Dinner 5-7pm

EPIC (Encouraging People In Christ)- is for
students grades 9th-12" grade. We will meet on
Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 starting in HQ. We
will be looking at how we can help people in our
community and have fun together as we shine
Jesus’ light into the world. Come check it out!

NO Wednesday Church activities on
November 26'™



First Lutheran Church

Women of the is looking to provide

@ an additional wheel
*\g/ chair for persons

attending services or

—
o events in our ‘ "‘ 4
i M building. If you have
a gently used wheel chair that could be

November is here- which means it’s time to collect

donated please contact the office to arrange

monetary donations to be sent to our national offices. for drop off. Thank you for your

Countless women and children are in dire need of safe consideration|

drinking water, food, medical care, a safe place to live,
education, and much more. Let your dollars go where

you cannot. Open your hearts with your prayers and
September 2025, we

completed Phase 2 of the

kpoint ick
This project ends November 30. Please make checks tuc ; slellniplniy &1 brl'c
sealing on the west side of

payable to First Lutheran Church with WELCA the Chancel area in the
Thankoffering written on the memo line. :Fﬁ’PCr-ﬁ/ sanctuary.

donations.

7?}“

Thank you! ¢+ We are receiving bids
to repair the plaster and

repaint the moisture damaged areas within

the Sanctuary. Completion of this work to be

\ ’ o done in 2026 is dependent upon approval and
Need Some Support? financing.

L

- .\ The First Lutheran Support Group meets on
i the second Wednesday of the month at The office has been told that Junius Avenue
10:30 am in the conference room. This group will be getting one coat of tar still this Fall.
is for anyone who has lost and misses a loved one. Please
come join us for supportive conversation and loving Thank You Chris Werner (TAG UP) for
comradery. If you have any questions, feel free to call Terry donating the outside “Fellowship Hall” sign.
Gervais at: 952-250-0432.
We are having many conversations regarding
safety in our church. Concerns on weekdays
during office hours, Sunday morning services
and Wednesday night activities. The decision
has been made that for Sunday morning
services at 9:15am the north and east doors
to the sanctuary area will be locked. We are

tioni h tside d that should b
by and see how you can share this time with them! e s
: locked have been found unlocked the

Our wonderful Love Day Quilters
faithfully continue getting together each
Monday, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm to

sew and work on mission projects. Stop

following morning.



2025 Giving Tree

Christmas is a time of giving. A tradition of

giving is a part of the history of First

Lutheran Church. We are partnering with

a Place to Belong to bring the joy of

Christmas to its clients. Beginning in November a giving
tree will be located in the Narthex displaying ornaments
with gift requests. Please consider choosing one of the
ornaments and fulfilling the wish indicated. Directions will
be printed on the back of the ornament. Gifts need to be
wrapped with the gift tag attached and brought to the
church office by December 12.

God bless you and thank you for your generosity,

Outreach Committee of First Lutheran

ES DESTSELLING AUTHOR

KELLY RIMMER

THE »<

All are welcome to join us for lunch, discussion and fellowship.
Books are available for free check-out in the church library.

First Lutheran Church profit/loss cash flow year to date

Month Bl Revenue |~ | Expenses B profit/Loss -
lanuary S 32,910.24 5 (41,173.00) s (8,262.76)
February S 29,189.449 S (40,146.00) s {10,956.56)
March S 45,038.88 S (65,682.00) S (20,643.12)
April S 39,427.75 S (37.,059.00) S 2,368.75
May S 32,418.10 S (42,543.00) S (10,124.90)
June S 27,900.47 5 (40,808.00) s (12,907.53)
July S 26,417.41 S (52,111.00) s (25,693.59)
August S 35,649.75 S (50,522.00) 5 (14,872.25)
September S 43,502.25 S (38,067.00) S 5,435.25
COctober 5 -
Movember S -
December 5 -
5 -
S 312,454.29 S (408,111.00) S (95,656.71)

*Offering revenues include: Sunday and Wednesday Services & Holiday

offerings to the General Fund

*Expenses include operating expenses of the committees, personnel, some

building maintenance and office operations.

7




Ways to give:

‘ ®
o Wd/\/ 4 In Person
Whether it’s cash or check, we / /{(u “ [((/1
. appreciate your kindness. Please Y
. \

place your offerings in an

-
\,4

' November 26
envelope and drop them in the i "\ ovember L
offering plate. 1:00pm : S
Officers .
Jeani Trosvig, President Online -
Wade Jyrkas, VP Visit firstlutheranchurchff.org
Cathy Neuman, Secretary and click Offering to set up a one
Leonard Hatzenbuhler, Treasurer -time or recurring donation.
Council Members Mobile App
Darren Krein, Thane Schmidt- Download the Vanco Mobile app
Adult Ed @ from your app store to set up a
Kristi Dinsmore-Children, Youth, & one-time or recurring donation.
Families Search Fergus Falls and then
Sue Toso-Community Life choose First Lutheran Church.
Ann Mathison-Mission QR CODE

Kari Vaughn-Worship

John Demuth-Personnel
Kristi Goos-Stewardship

Dale & Jody Hanson-Property

¥ N(b*#‘(b‘&#()%yf AL 2 XX AXX 2 &

| was at a Yin yoga class one day with one of my favorite Gurus named Wendy. Up til now, | had
mostly taken Vinyasa yoga classes where movement and breath are linked, and you ‘flow.” | liked
the flowing, the movement; I’ve never been all that great at sitting still. This class was different.
You held the pose, often an uncomfortable one and you breathed. You were to breathe through

the discomfort. | instantly disliked it. | found myself becoming angry and began to question why |
was there? | had paid good money for this class, taken time away from my family to be here...to be uncomfortable. |
then told myself that | could leave, | could get up, roll up my yoga mat and walk out. No more discomfort. Or | could
STAY and BREATHE and realize that this too shall pass. So | stayed and forced myself to breathe deeply and eventu-
ally we moved on to another pose. But | carried the lesson with me.

Scan the QR code to visit our
online giving page.

When | find myself in uncomfortable conversations, uncomfortable rooms, | now breathe and tell myself to see it
through. | have begun to think of those deep cleansing breaths as the Holy Spirit breathing into the tight, uncom-
fortable corners of my life that | don’t particularly want to put myself in. Many times over the past months of
serving on council, | have called upon these breaths to steady me. When |'ve been in the area mission conversations
with our ELCA brothers and sisters, when I’'ve walked into meetings feeling like an imposter, when I’'ve spoken with
church members who continue to grieve the many changes we have gone through this year...the Holy Spirit is there,
holding me up, helping me to breath and stay present...knowing this too shall pass.

God’s peace,

Jeani Trosvig, FLC Council President



BECAUSE OF
GOD’'S GREAT MERCY

“Because of God's Great Mercy” is the title of our stewardship emphasis this year. The
scriptural basis of this focus on our stewardship of all that God has entrusted into our
care is | Peter 2:9, "But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's
own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out
of darkness and into his marvelous light.”

We begin by proclaiming all that God has done for us, hence the title “Because of God's
Great Mercy.” God has made us God's own people. We will also consider how generous
giving is an important part of every Christian’s life, and how our combined generosity
can make even greater things possible through our congregation.

We will think together about how our giving to First Lutheran is an important part of our
Christian faith, and how First Lutheran uses our offerings to do God's work within the
congregation’s walls, in our community, and around the world.

“Because of God's Great Mercy” will ask you to do two things. First, you will be asked to
fill out a time and talent sheet highlighting your interests and willingness to become
involved in the life of our congregation. Next, you will be invited to financially contribute
or increase your giving to FLC as you are able. Finally, you will be asked to consider
using an automatic funds transfer program that FLC already has in place for your giving.

“Because of God's Great Mercy” will use mail, e-mail, and time in worship to share
information with you. Please make a special effort to watch for material during this
important time in our congregation’s life.



After 5 days retur
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
402 South Court Street
Fergus Falls MN 56537
Address Service Requested

Staff Directory

Interim Pastor

Director Children, Youth & Families Ministries
Organist

Choir Director

Hosanna Handbells Director

Worship Team Director

Office Manager

Pr. Ruth Hetland
Kristy Wicklund
Keith Melberg
Harriet Wicklund
Linda Mellon
Anne Taylor
Vicki Ray

Mary Johnson

PastorRuth@flcff.org
Kristy @flcff.org
Melberke@prtel.com
Wicklund@charter.net
LindaMellon@mac.com
AnnemlTaylor@gmail.com
Office@flcff.org

Maryl) @flcff.org

Worship Times




