
Welcome to First Lutheran Church.
We are delighted that you have joined us for worship.

August 30 – September 6, 2026

Altar Flowers 
are sponsored by 

Richard & Jennifer Smestad 
In honor of Their 
30th Anniversary

Attention College Students. If you plan to attend an ELCA Lutheran Church College, you can 
receive a $500 scholarship from the First Lutheran Church Foundation. Simply fill out the 
form (available at the kiosk in the narthex) and turn it into the church office as soon as 
possible. This scholarship is sent directly to the church college you are attending.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Wednesday, September, 2 
Annual kitchen Clean up time, also the Fellowship Hall will have carpet cleaned, help 
is needed to move tables. 
Two shifts available for sign up:
Shift 1:  9:00 am-noon      Lunch: Pizza     Shift 2:  1:00 – 4:00 pm
Thank you for any amount of time you are willing to donate.

Pulpit Flowers
are sponsored by

Bud & Linda Mellon
In memory of
Loved ones

Dinner Church Resumes Wednesday, September 9. Dinner Church will celebrate community 
and fellowship with the gathering of the body of Christ, prayers, songs, Scripture readings, a 
short homily, and Holy Communion, into our time together. Following the 30-minute service, 
the fellowship will continue and we will share a meal. On the menu Sept. 9: Chicken patties, 
tator tots, fruit, & cookies.

*** Dinner Church resumes September 9!!! ***
We need 4 people to provide up to  9-10 Doz. - Cookies/Bars for dessert at dinner church. 

Sign up sheet is in the Narthex on the Kiosk.



Youth/ Dinner Church  Kick off is;  Wednesday, September 9th

F3 Kindergarten – grade 3 after school till 5:00 pm
Elevate – grades 4-6
Confirmation – grades 7 & up

Sunday School Kick –off is Sunday, September 13th - check Kiosk for more information.
Butterflies  (Birth to Pre School)  10:30 – 11:30 am
Sunday School (Kindergarten – grade 6) 10:30 – 11:30 am 
Youth Connect (grade 7 and up) 10:30 -11:30 am 

Confirmation Retreat- September 25 at 7:15pm- September 27 at 10:30am at Castaway 
Club. We will be attending the EaND+NWMN Synod Fall Youth Retreat this fall where 
together we will “Imagine More”.
We’ll be leaning into this bigger story of faith.
$100 deposit paid by the family.
Sign up using the QR code or talk to Ms. Kristy.

2027 ELCA Youth Gathering- June 28-July 2, 2027 in Minneapolis at US Bank Stadium. 8th-
12th grade are invited to attend.
Young Adults ages 18-35 are also invited to attend.
Registration due in October.
Check out the QR code to learn more about the gathering.

Connecting the Dots- CYF Volunteer Orientation Monday, August 24th 6:00-7:30pm in the 
Fellowship Hall

Contact: Kristy Wicklund Text or call: 218-531-9544 with questions

Children, Youth and Family Ministry

September Blessing Box 
The Blessing Closet is a free store for anyone in need. For the month of September; we will 
be collecting Men’s clothing. Please place the items in the Blessing Box located in the south 
entryway under the canopy by September 30.

It is back to school time and as we prepare, it's time to say an extra prayer for those starting 
new chapters in their schooling journey. Please stop by the kiosk and pick up a backpack 
with a name and pray for that person that might be going to kindergarten, just starting 
college for the first time, or working at a school with new students this year. May their 
school year start well!



** welca **

Love Days Quilters
Our Quilters meet each Monday, from 9-3 to sew quilts and work on their LWR mission 
projects. Stop by to see how you can help, anytime your schedule allows.
Fellowship and sharing this time together will warm your hearts. 

Lutheran World Relief School Kit Supplies
Quilters are making drawstring backpacks and are in need of these items to be donated. 
The collection box is located in the Narthex. Thank you for your generosity! 
• 4 - wide ruled notebooks, 8 ½ x 11 (70 sheets each)
• 1 - pencil sharpener
• 1 - blunt scissors
• 1 - 30 cm ruler, ( with inches on opposite side)
• 5 - ballpoint pens ( no gel ink)
• 1 - box of crayons,  16 or 24 count
• * This year pencils and erasers are not needed.*

In Our Prayers
School Staff & Students, Marvin Bellmore (Becky Thole’s father),  Kim Link, Nancy (Wendy 
Anderson’s sister), Blaine Havens, Samantha Starky, Kathy Ball, Dick Tamke, Judy Mouritsen, 
Dani Siegel (Keary & Sue’s niece), Greg Peterson, Rebecca Aune, Dolly Dunbar, Aaron Bauer, 
Pat Nelson (Joanne Peterson’s sister), Joe Rebrobich (Joanne Peterson’s brother-in-law), 
Lorie Shuck, Dawson Rude (Dana Johnson’s brother),  Sheila & Roy Graham.

Community Care Group Respite Open House at First Lutheran Church on Thursday, September 
17th from 1-3 pm. Come and learn about this service that provides a much needed break for 
caregivers or about becoming a volunteer.  Any questions please call Jim McKinstra at 218-203-
7312 or email at Jim.McKinstra@lssmn.org

Our Sympathy is extended to the 
family and friends of Deborah Stock;
and to the family and friends of 
Nancy Diiro.  May God comfort and 
strengthen them all during this 
difficult time. 

Please keep the Waage family 
in your prayers. 

There will be a graveside 
service at First Lutheran North 
Cemetery for Steve Waage on 
Monday, August 31 at 11:00 

am, all are welcome to attend.

Thank you for giving to Support the work of First Lutheran Church.
Make  your donation more consistent by giving electronically. Contact the Vicki in the 
church office with any questions or to sign up. We have simple options available!
Attendance:  August 23 was 58
Offering received:  $6441.37
Budget needed each week:  $10,339.75



Faithful Property Stewardship
A Four Session Curriculum explores how scripture shapes the steward, care, and transformation of 

physical church buildings and land. 
As we think about the future here at FLC and how we can creatively fulfill our mission to “Serve 

God and welcome all people with open hearts as faithful disciples, “we hope you will participate in 
this study this fall.

4 Sessions – September 20th –October 11th

Sunday evenings @ 7pm vis Zoom. 
The link for joining the meeting will come to you via email. A signup sheet is available in the 

Narthex, or you can call the church office to get registered 218-739-3348.
*** 

Join Pastor Ruth for Bible Study each week we will look at and reflect on the scripture for the 
coming Sunday. 

All are Welcome starting, Thursday September 17 @ 11:00 am. A signup sheet is in the Narthex 
or call the church office at 218-739-3348.

***

Chair Yoga
Coming to FLC - Starting Thursday, September 17th at 10:00am

Join us for a gentle, all-ages chair yoga class taught by Pastor Ruth Hetland, a 200-
hour certified yoga instructor.
When: Beginning Thursday, September 17th at 10:00 a.m.
Cost: $5 per session donated to the Good Samaritan Fund
Where: The Chapel at FLC
Length: 35–45 minutes
What to wear: Comfortable clothing
Who can join: Everyone! Suitable for all ages and fitness levels — no experience necessary.
Sign up at the Kiosk in the  Narthex  or call the church office. 

***

Monthly Book Study & Fellowship
We are excited to announce that our FLC Book Study will resume this September! Whether you 
have participated before or are looking to join us for the first time, we invite you to come for a 
time of lunch, fellowship, and engaging discussion.
We meet on the third Monday of the month from 11:45 AM to 1:00 PM. Our first meeting of the 
season will be held on September 21.
We will be discussing the book, Hudson Bay Bound by Natalie Warren.
Monthly book selections are available in the church library for free check-out. We encourage you 
to stop by the library to pick up your copy and begin reading.
We look forward to seeing our returning readers and extend a very warm welcome to any new 
readers who would like to join these gatherings. We hope to see you there!
For more information, please contact Susanne Ronning 218-205-6370



Sunday, August 30:
9:00 am Worship Service
10:00 am Coffee & Fellowship

Monday, August 31:
9:00 am WELCA Love Days Quilting

Tuesday, September 1: 
11:00 am Staff Meeting 

Wednesday, September 2:
1:00 pm Outreach Committee Mtg 

Thursday, September 3:
No Activities

Friday, September 4:
No Activities

Saturday, September 5:
No Activities

Sunday, September 6:
9:00 am Worship Service 
10:00 am Coffee & Fellowship

Summer hours:  Fridays, 
8:00 am – 12:00 noon

Staff
Interim Pastor
The Rev. Dr. Ruth E. Hetland

Director of CYF
Kristy Wicklund

Organist
Keith Melberg 

Choir Director  
Harriet Wicklund

Hosanna Handbells Director
Linda Mellon

Office Manager
Vicki Ray – Fiedler

Office Assistant
Mary Johnson


