
Worship Leader Guide for Sunday, May 3, 2026  
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Six 
 
GATHERING MUSIC How Beautiful  WORSHIP TEAM 
 arr. Paris 
 Let Us Go to the House of the Lord 
 arr. Beech 
  
 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   ELW p. 94 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 
of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
 
 



GATHERING SONG  Build Us Up, Lord  ELW 670 

 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also, with you. 



KYRIE   ELW p. 165 
 

 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE  no repeat on refrain ELW p. 169 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love 
one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all 
the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



ANTHEM  Spirit Of Gentleness ADULT CHOIR 
 Manley/arr. Michael Hassell  Mark Aasleson/Saxophone 
 
FIRST READING  Acts 7:55-60 
A reading from Acts. 
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout 
all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone 
him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they 
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and 
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he 
died. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING   1 Peter 2:2-10 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 
sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in 
scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for 
those who do not believe,  “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of 
the corner,” 8 and  “A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9 But you are a 
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 
proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.10 Once 
you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  VICKI HANNEMAN 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Halle, Halle, Hallelujah  (ELW 172) 

 

 



GOSPEL   John 14:1-14 
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also 
in me. 2 In my father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And 
you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not 
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes to the father except through me. 7 If you know me, you 
will know my father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen 
me has seen the father. How can you say, ‘Show us the father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am 
in the father and the father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, 
but the father who dwells in me does his work. 11 Believe me that I am in the father and the 
father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I 
tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the work that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
work than these, because I am going to the father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do 
it.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  PASTOR RUTH HETLAND 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY AT THE OFFERING              In the Garden                                           See Insert 
 The offering will be collected at the Hymn of the day 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us 
with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



READING NAMES OF GRADUATES 
            Katie Bergren, Ellie Fuder, Kyle Korby, Mason Oland & Ella Sem 
 
BLESSING OF THE GRADUATES 
Congregation: Just as this quilt surrounds you, know that the love, thoughts, hopes and 
prayers of your congregational family surround you always! Like a warm comforter, God is 
always with you to give you, His comfort.  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray 
for the needs of all creation. 

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness. 
Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still waters of 
your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains serving near and far. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct our 
hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for human 
rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence or vengeance. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or injured 
(especially), The family of Jack Pearson, Samantha, Rebecca, Kathy, Dick, Jack, Judy, Jane, 
Kristen, Aaron, Marie, Pat, Joe, Lorie, Dawson, Roy & Sheila, Ron, Greg, Denise, Dani, & Ellie. 
Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a community 
where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our cups to overflowing. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your love. At 
our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to 
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 
COMMUNION SONG O Jesus, I Have Promised ELW 810 

 



COMMUNION SONG All Are Welcome ELW 641 

 
 
COMMUNION SONG We Come to the Hungry Feast ELW 479 

 



 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth 
as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shines on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord looks upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

CLOSING SONG  My Life is in You Lord see insert 
 
SENDING 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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