
Worship Leader Guide for Sunday, March 1, 2026 
2 Lent 

Second Sunday in Lent 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Four 

 
GATHERING 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  ELW p. 94 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 
of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN What Wondrous Love Is This ELW 666 
v. 1 & 3 

 
 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also, with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
KYRIE  ELW p. 147 

 

 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE  ELW p. 148 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as 
your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your 
life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



 
FIRST READING  Genesis 12:1-4a 
A reading from Genesis. 
1 The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one 
who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4a So 
Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
SECOND READING  Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
A reading from Romans. 
1 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2 For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For 
what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something 
due. 5 But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is 
reckoned as righteousness. 13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if 
it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For 
the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 
 16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it 
may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to 
those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who 
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM  Jesus Loves Me  ADULT CHOIR 
 arr. Joel Raney  SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE   VICKY HANNEMAN 

 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW p. 151 
 

 
GOSPEL  John 3:1-17 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no 
one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, 
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 
4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no 
one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to 
you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the 
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone 
who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus 
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you 
do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven 
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life.  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that 
the world might be saved through him.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  PASTOR RUTH HETLAND 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY Lift High the Cross ELW 660 
v. 1-3 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace 
and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

COUNCIL INSTALLATION AND BLESSING 

President: Wade Jyrkas              Personnel: John Demuth 

Vice President: Leslie Flugstad        Worship: Kari Vaughn 

Secretary: Cathy Neuman              Adult Education: vacant 

Treasurer: Charles Wicklund          Mission: Allison Stock 

Stewardship: Kristi Goos                   Property: Dale & Jody Hanson 

CYF: Kristi Dinsmore 

Community Life: Sue Toso 



HYMN OF THE DAY  Lift High the Cross ELW 660 
 v. 4 

APOSTLES' CREED  ELW p. 105 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its 
needs. 

Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work of church 
artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages (like George Herbert whom the church 
remembers today), give your church the means to praise your beauty today. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water declare your 
goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists, scientists, and all who labor in 
service to creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to seek the flourishing 
of every person and lend your help to all who wait for justice, deliverance, and peace. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of acceptance to any who 
feels condemned and lift up any brought down by hatred and exclusion. Tend to all who are 
struggling with illness or loss (especially), Judy, Jane, Katie, Rebecca, Kristin, Aaron, Marie, Pat, 
Joe, Lorie, Dawson, Roy & Sheila, Ron, Greg, Denise & Dani. Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 
Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers and new 
members in this assembly and accompany those who have recently left this community to 
journey elsewhere. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death. Thank you for 
our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves this whole world by your love. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION    
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER  ELW p. 154 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. 

Amen. 



COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 
COMMUNION HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW 335 

 
COMMUNION HYMN On My Heart Imprint Your Image ELW 811 

 

 



 
COMMUNION HYMN We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus ELW 451 

 

 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our 
prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 



 
CLOSING HYMN Blessed Assurance ELW 638 

 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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