Worship Leader Guide for Sunday, February 1, 2026
4 Epiphany

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 4

ELW Holy Communion Setting Six

GATHERING
RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ELW p. 94
In the name of the Father,

and of the =+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the +F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! ELW 873
verses 1-4
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1 Re - joice, ye pure in heart!  Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;
2 With voice as full and strong  as 0 - cean’s surg - ing praise,
3 With all the an - gel choirs, with all the saints on earth
4 Still lift your stan-dard high, still march in firm ar - ray,
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your fes - tal ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.
send forth the stur - dy hymnsof old, the psalms of an - cient days.
pour out the strains of joy  and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
as  pil - grims through the dark - nesswend till dawns the gol-den day.
Refrain
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re - joice, give thanks, and sing!

5 At last the march shall end;
the wearied ones shall rest;
the pilgrims find their home at last,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt.
Music: MARrION, Arthur H. Messiter, 1834-1916

6 Praise God who reigns on high,

the Lord whom we adore:
the Father, Son, and Spirit blest,
one God forevermore. Refrain

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also, with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a - bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
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God, and for the uni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this ho - ly house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and

0
[ 7 I
o —— — — o i
NIV b [ J b i
J
praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gracious Lord.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE

no repeats

| Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the
pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for
peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

ANTHEM Shine, Jesus, Shine ADULT CHOIR
arr. Kendrick/Schrader

FIRST READING Micah 6:1-8

A reading from Micah.

' Hear what the LoRrD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear
your voice. * Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lorp, and you enduring foundations of the
earth, for the LORD has a case against his people, and he will contend with Israel. *“O my
people, what have | done to you? In what have | wearied you? Answer me! “ For | brought you
up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and | sent before you
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. ° O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you
may know the saving acts of the Lorp.” ° “With what shall | come before the Lorp and bow
myself before God on high? Shall | come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year
old? " Will the LorD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
®He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the LoRrD require of you but to do
justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
A reading from 1 Corinthians.

8 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. *° For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”’° Where is the one who is wise? Where is
the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? %! For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God
decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. *’ For Jews
ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 2 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block
to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, ** but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. *° For God’s foolishness is wiser than human
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. *° Consider your own call,



brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were
powerful, not many were of noble birth. ?’ But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame
the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; °® God chose what is low
and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, ?? so that no one
might boast in the presence of God. *° In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who
became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, *'in
order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE VICKI HANNEMAN
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 172
GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

' When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. > And he began to speak and taught them, saying:

* “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

> “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

®“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
’“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

1 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. ** Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
For in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

A

S wu

Qu

MESSAGE JASON BERGMANN
Director of Minneapolis office
Operation Bootstrap Africa



HYMN OF THE DAY AT THE OFFERING

My Life Flows on in Endless Song

ELW 763

The Offering will be collected during the Hymn of the Day.
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1 My life flowson in end - less song; a-bove earth’s lam-en - ta - tion,
2 Through all the tu- mult and the strife, [ hear that mu-sic ring - ing.
3 What though my joys and com-forts die? The Lord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev - er spring-ing!
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. Howcan I keep from sing-ing?

What though the dark - ness gath-er round? Songsin the night he giv - eth.

All  things are mine since [ am his! Howcan I keep from sing-ing?
Refrain
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No storm can shake my in-most calm while to that Rock I'm cling-ing.
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Since Christ is Lord of heav-en and earthhow can I keep from sing-ing?

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care;
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,



he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do justice, love
kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We pray for social justice and
humanitarian aid ministries. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for the health of old
growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the diversity of life on earth. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and respect human
rights. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators, journalists, artists, and religious
activists who are reviled to speak the truth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution, poverty, or war.
Reunite separated families and bring orphaned children to safety. Comfort any who grieves or
suffers in any way (especially) Jane, Katie, John & Rebecca, Kristen, Aaron, Marie, Pat, Joe,
Lorie, Dawson, Roy & Sheila, Ron, Greg, Denise, Jack, Dani. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and for parents,
grandparents, mentors, teachers, and youth ministers who model love for their neighbor and
care for others. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed humbly with you.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom
we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

COMMUNION SONGS O God of Mercy, God of Light
Christ, Be Our Light

Let Justice Flow like Streams

ELW 714
ELW 715
ELW 717



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen
life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *F give you peace.

Amen.
CLOSING SONG Rise Up, O Saints of God! ELW 669
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I Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The  king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries iIn pain;
5 Com - mit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the word of hope pro-claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!
Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
SENDING
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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