Worship Leader Guide for Sunday, January 11, 2026
Baptism of Our Lord / Lectionary 1

ELW Holy Communion Setting Six

Sunday, January 11, 2026

GATHERING The Water of Change Worship Team

By Townsend
Shine on Us
Smith
Baptized
Beech

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ELW p. 94
In the name of the Father,

and of the 4 Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the I Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG Shine, Jesus, Shine ELW 671
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Shine, Je - sus, shine, fill this land with the Fa-ther’s glo - ry;
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blaze, Spir - it, blaze, set  our hearts on fire.
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Flow, riv - er, fiow, flood the na - tions with grace and mer - cy;
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send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light!
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1 Lord, the light of your love is shin - ing, in the midst of the
2 As we gaze on your king - ly bright-ness, so our fac - es dis-
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dark - ness, shin - ing;  Je - sus, light of the world, shineup-on  us,

play your like - ness, ev - er chang-ingfrom glo - ry to glo - ry,
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set us free by the truth you now  bring us.

mir - rored here, may our lives tell your sto - ry.
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Shine on me, shine on me:

Shine on me, shine on me:

Text: Graham Kendrick
Music: SHINE, JESUS, SHINE, Graham Kendrick

Text © 1987 Make Way Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere (ASCAP). All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also, with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their
calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.
SCRIPTURE SONG Shall We Gather at the River ELW 423
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I Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing wup its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor - ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.
grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.
soon our hap-py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful riv - er;

n “ }

DA . I P . I y y JE— I e

e p o o P o | 1 9 J 47
& == e e e

gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry



FIRST READING Isaiah 42:1-9
A reading from lsaiah.
' Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; | have put my
spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nation’s ?He will not cry out or lift up his
voice or make it heard in the street; ®a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning
wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. * He will not grow faint or be
crushed until he has established justice in the earth, and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
°>Thus says God, the LorD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out
the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those
who walk in it: °| am the Lorp; | have called you in righteousness; | have taken you by the
hand and kept you; | have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, ' to
open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison
those who sit in darkness. 1 am the Lorp; that is my name; my glory | give to no other, nor
my praise to idols. ? See, the former things have come to pass, and new things | now declare;
before they spring forth, | tell you of them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Sung Responsively Psalm 29

' Ascribe to the | LorD, you gods, ascribe to the LorDp glo- ! ry and strength.

’ Ascribe to the Lorp the glory | due God’s name; worship the Lorp in the beau- ! ty of
holiness.

*The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; the Lorb is upon the !
mighty waters.

“The voice of the Lorp is a pow- | erful voice; the voice of the Lorp is a ! voice of splendor.

>The voice of the LORD breaks the ! cedar trees; the LorD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;

®the Lorp makes Lebanon skip ! like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.

’The voice | of the Lorp bursts forth in ! lightning flashes.

®The voice of the Lorp ! shakes the wilderness; the Lorp shakes the wilder- | ness of
Kadesh.

°The voice of the LOrRD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. And in the
temple of the Lorp all are ! crying, “Glory!”

'“The Lorbp sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; the Lorbp sits enthroned as king for- !
evermore.

10 Lorp, give strength ! to your people; give them, O LorD, the bless- | ings of peace.



SECOND READING
A reading from Acts.
** Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows
no partiality, *° but in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is
acceptable to him. ** You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace
by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. >’ That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: ** how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. ** We are witnesses to all that he did both in
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, “° but God raised
him on the third day and allowed him to appear, ** not to all the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
“>He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by
God as judge of the living and the dead. “* All the prophets testify about him that everyone
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

Acts 10:34-43

KRISTY WICKLUND

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah ELW 172
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Music: Caribbean traditional



GOSPEL Matthew 3:13-17
The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. ** John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” *>But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.”
Then he consented. *° And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens were opened to him, and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and
alighting on him. *” And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with
whom | am well pleased. “The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON AMANDA VIVIER
Synod Authorized Minister (SAM) for “The Way”

HYMN OF THE DAY AT THE OFFERING
Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized (ELW 304)

The offering will be collected during Hymn of the Day
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1 Christ, when for us you were bap - tized, God’s Spir -it on you
2 God  called you,“My be - lov - ed Son”; you  are God’s ser - vant
3 Straight-way and stead-fast un - til death you then o-beyed the
4 Bap - tize wus with your Spir - it, Lord; your cross on us be
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came, as peace - ful as a dove, and yet as
true, sent to pro - claim the reign  of heav’n, God’s
call to serve with free and will - ing heart, to
signed, that like - wise in  God’s ser - vice we  may
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ur - gent as a flame, as ur - gent as a flame.
ho - ly will  to do, God’s ho - ly will  to do.
give your life for all, to give your life for all.
per - fect free-dom find, may per - fect free-dom  find.

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt.
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561
Text © 1985 The Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may
know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all
who are in need.

O God, you reveal yourself wherever two or three are gathered in your name. Be with us now,
not only in the infant Jesus and resurrected Christ, but in the beloved people of this assembly.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You reveal yourself in the waters of the womb; in brooks, ponds, and oceans; and in the
waters of baptism. Grant us wisdom to tenderly care for the earth as a garden watered by
your grace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You reveal yourself in blessed diversity. Help us to look for you in people near and far, in
bodies of all kinds, and in kindred young and old. Let us seek you in many places, praising you
in many tongues. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You reveal yourself in new life. Support those beginning a new job, a new relationship, or a
new living situation, especially those displaced because of tragedy or loss. Be with all others
who need your life-giving touch on this day (especially) The family of Darlene Dimke, Dani,
Jack, Greg, Ron, John & Rebecca, Kristen, Dolly, Aaron, Marie, Pat, Joe, Lorie, Dawson, Sheila &
Roy. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



You reveal yourself in holy communion. Sustain all who provide food and fellowship in this
congregation and in the wider community. Make our tables signs of your welcoming presence
among us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You promise to turn mourning into joy and to comfort those who weep. We remember those
who have died and look to being united with them in your glory. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting in
your boundless mercy and eternal love, through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION



COMMUNION SONG Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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I Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
2 Man -1i- fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su - preme;
3 Man -1i- fest in mak-ing whole weak-ened bod - y, faint-ing soul;
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres - ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man - i - fest - ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed - ding guest in thy God-head man-i - fest;
man - i - fest in val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
grace to im - i - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
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branch of roy - al Da - vid’s stem in  thy birth at Beth -le - hem:
man - i - fest in pow’r di - vine, chang-ing wa -ter in - to wine;
man - i - fest in gra-cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at thy great e - piph - a - ny,
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
and may praise thee, ev - er blest,

God in flesh made man-i - fest.

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 16221702

COMMUNION SONG Baptized and Set Free
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1 We are peo - ple cre - at - ed, cho - sen by God.
2 We are fed and were nour - ished, filled and re - freshed.
3 We are nour-ished by wa - ter, all liv - ing things,
4 Now with praise and thanks - giv - ing, we join the song.
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Then we’re washed, ev - er  gent-ly, in mer - ¢y and love.
Then our hun - ger re - turns and a - gain we are blessed.
and by life that the Spir - it a - bun - dant - ly brings.
All  are wel - come! We gath -er to sing loud and  strong.
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Sin has pow - er no more. Je - sus o - pened the door
For what-ev - er the need, God is great - er in - deed:
As we jour - ney toward home, may your pres-ence be known:
Not en-slaved, but  set free! From now on, all  will be
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to a foun-tain bring-ing heal-ing, and whole-ness and more.
end-less o -cean, al-ways deep-er than all of our need.
pre-cious riv -er, ev-er - flow-ing, now car - ry us home.
one in Je-sus, one in wa - ter, bap - tized and set free!

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956
Music: BAPTIZED AND SET FREE, Cathy Skogen-Soldner
Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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COMMUNION SONG Spirit of Gentleness
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Spir - it, Spir-it of gen-tle-ness, blow through the wil-der-ness
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call-ing and free; Spir - it Spir-it of rest-less-ness,
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stir me from plac-id-ness, wind, wind on the sea.
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1 You moved on the wa - ters, you called to the deep,
2 You swept through the des - ert, you stung with the sand,
3 You sang n a sta - ble, you cried from a hill,
4 You call from to-mor - rtow, you break an-cient schemes.
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then you coaxed up the moun - tains from the val - leys of sleep;

and you goad - ed your peo - ple with a law and a land;
then you whis-peredin si - lence when the whole world was still;
From the bond - age of sor - row all the cap - tives dream dreams;
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and o - ver the e - ons you called to each thing:
and when they were blind - ed with 1 - dols and lies,
and down in the cit - 'y you called once a - gain,
our wom-en see Vi - sions, our men clear their eyes.
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“A - wake from your slum - bers and rise on your wings.”
then you spoke through your proph - ets to o - pen their eyes.
when you blew through your peo - ple on the rush of the wind.
With . . .bold new de - ci - sions your peo-ple a - rise.

Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940
Music: SPIRIT, James K. Manley
Text and music © 1978 James K. Manley. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we
have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy

people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

ELW 396



BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
CLOSING SONG Wade in the Water
Refrain
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Wade in the wa - ter, wade in the wa-ter, chil-dren,
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wade in the wa - ter, God’s a-goin’-a trou-ble the wa - ter.
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1 See that host all dressed in white,
2 See that band all dressed in red, God’s a-goin’-a trou-ble th
3 Look o - ver yon-der, what do 1 see? ods a-gom -a trou-ble ©
4 If youdon’t be-lieve I've been r1e - deemed,
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the lead - er looks like the Is - rael - ite.
wa - fer. looks like  the band that .. Mo - ses led.
the Ho - ly Ghost a - com-ing on me.
just fol - low me down to ... Jor - dan’s stream.
0N u All Refrain
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God’s a - goin” - a  trou - ble the wa - ter.
Text: African American spiritual
Music: WADE IN THE WATER, African American spiritual
SENDING
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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