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Good day to you church family!  
In the midst of the pandemic, church leadership has been hard at work. 

Some of the things we have been working on are securing a part-time bookkeeper, 
and considering the opportunity to welcome a Luther Seminary part-time intern to 
the church staff for the next 2 years. Prayers have been answered for both                         
positions. A special óshout outô of gratitude to the FLC Personnel Committee for 
working diligently throughout interviews and such. In the coming month, I will                
introduce both of these talented staff people to you via the Messenger and the 
church website.  
 I woke up this morning wondering what are the lessons we will learn from 
this time of pandemic and social distancing? Learning is different for each of us, but for me, sitting in 
the discomfort, praying for acceptance and simply doing the next óright thingô are essential. 
 My hope for each of us is to be open to new learning and mindful of the promptings of the  
Holy Spirit encouraging us to grow in faith. Please know you are in my daily prayers for safety and 
security, trusting always that God is with us. 
 On a personal note, Kirby & I will be married in a private ceremony on May 23.  We ask for 
your prayers as we start our life together.  We look forward to the day we can gather together and   
celebrate our marriage with the people of First Lutheran!   
 
Sharing Christôs Service,   
Pastor Gretchen 

Worship With Us on the Radio, YouTube and PEG Access                                        
The ELCA churches of Fergus Falls have joined together to provide worship opportunities on Sunday 
mornings.  We will continue with the services closed to the public through the month of May.  
Services will be live-streamed on YouTube and on-air on KJJK AM 1020 or Channel 977 FM97.7 at 

9:30am on Sundays.  (FLC, Augustana & Hope)     

To access YouTube go to the First Lutheran website: www.firstlutheranchurchff.org                        
You can livestream or watch later.  

Our worship services are being aired on PEG Access Channel 8.  The schedule does change, so be sure 
to check the website at http://pegaccess.com/channel8programming.html for current times.  

O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and through us. May all that we do flow from our 
deep connection with you and all beings. Help us become a community that vulnerably shares each      
otherôs burdens and the weight of glory. Listen to our heartsô longings for the healing of our world. 
[Please add your own intentions.] . . . Knowing you are hearing us better than we are speaking,             

we offer these prayers in all the holy names of God, Amen. 
Prayer written by Richard Rohr 



Love Never Fails 
- 1Crorinthians 13:8  

Spreading Love & Kindness 

Our FLY K-6 group has 

met a couple of times 

through Zoom, but  we 

have been keeping in 

touch and still finding 

ways to share Godõs love 

and spread kindness.  Last month we sent 

cards to the residents at Mill Street, planted 

wildflower seeds for the bees, and picked up 

garbage in our neighborhoods.  This month we 

will look forward to finding more ways to  

spread the love and bring people together 

even as we spend time apart.   

Virtual Sunday School 

It has been so wonderful to see how many                     

people have been tuning into our Virtual                 

Sunday School lessons!  It is amazing to still be able 

to meet together to share the stories from the Bible, 

share Godõs love, and have a little fun doing it.  

With that I still miss all of you and that video               

camera is no substitute for the real interactions that 

we use to have on Sunday mornings.  I know the 

Sunday School teachers miss your child(ren) too, 

and I wish we could say that we will be getting back 

to normal soon.  Unfortunately, we  will not be               

getting back to  our Sunday School classes this 

school year.  I will, however; keep making virtual 

Sunday school lessons  for the rest of May and I 

hope that you and your child(ren) keep viewing 

them.  Also, please feel free to email and text me 

with pictures of Flat Jesus, or just what you have 

been doing to share Godõs love and spread                   

kindness. 

God loves you! 

Kristy Wicklund  

Director of Childrenõs Ministries 

Kristy@flcff.org     (218) 531-9544 
 

Check out our virtual Sunday School lessons on our 

YouTube channel: 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦȅƻǳǘǳōŜΦŎƻƳκŎƘŀƴƴŜƭκ¦/ŀлм-

CмŘLтƎYƳǘŎŎǾ±ǳŎa·!  

Postponements and Cancelations                                     
All Sunday School classes,  First Communion                 

classes, and FLY K-6 are postponed until further 

notice.  Weekly family lessons will be sent out by 

email to encourage your family to                                         

grow together in faith.   

Ages Toddler-6th Grade 

Due to COVID-19, Day Camp and       
Butterflies has been cancelled for July.  
Augustana, First, Hope and Zion     
Churches will instead be offering a     
Vacation Bible School To-Go full of fun 
activities and links to songs and stories 
with a possibility of a one day VBS get 
together in August.  More information 
will be available as Summer gets closer.   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa01-F1dI7gKmtccvVucMXA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa01-F1dI7gKmtccvVucMXA
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First Lutheran Youth News!  

 

 

 

 

To the Class of 2020!  

{ȅŘƴŜȅ .ŀǘȊƭŀũ            hƭƛǾƛŀ .ŜŎƪŜǊ                                           
{ŀǊŀ IŀƴǎŜƴ           ¢ǳŎƪŜǊ IŜƴƪŜǎ                                         
.ǊŀƴŘƻƴ IƛƴǎǾŜǊƪ           !ƭƛǎƻƴ YƻŎƘ                                            
!ƴŘǊŜȅŀ [ƻŎƪŜǧ            9ǘƘŀƴ aŜƴƎŜ                                        
LǎŀŀŎ tŜŘŜǊǎƻƴ          WŀŎƻō {ǇŀƴƎƭŜǊ 

 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ {ŜƴƛƻǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 
ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΗ   

BACCALAUREATE SERVICE                                              

Join the ELCA Congregations of Fergus Falls for a Baccalaureate   

Service to honor our high school graduates on Wednesday, May 27, 

2020 at 6:30 p.m.  The service will be broadcast on our Facebook 

page.  The video will remain on the Facebook page for those who are 

unable to make the scheduled time.  

Plans are in the works 

for when we will have 

our Confirmation service 

for 2020.   
 

We will advise you of the date as soon 

as we know.   

тǘƘ -фǘƘ  DǊŀŘŜǊǎτ[ŜǘΩǎ ½hha ǿƛǘƘ 
/ŀƭƛŜ ϧ tŀǎǘƻǊ DǊŜǘŎƘŜƴΗ  

 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ с ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ½ƻƻƳ ǘƻ 
ǘŀƭƪΗ  IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΥ  

тǘƘ DǊŀŘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ п ǘƻ р ǇƳ 

уǘƘ DǊŀŘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ р ǘƻ с ǇƳ 

фǘƘ DǊŀŘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ с ǘƻ т ǇƳ 

/ŀƭƛŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ½ƻƻƳ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜΦ  [ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΗΗ 



Arrival of the pipes for the                 

expansion of the organ!  


