
hear your hopes and 

dreams. I want to think 

with you about how 

we will serve God in 

this place. I want to 

support you and love 

you as you journey 

through new challeng-

es and opportunities. I 

want to celebrate the 

joy and freedom that 

we have in Christ. God 

has promised us a fu-

ture filled with hope.  I 

am delighted that I get 

to walk with you into 

God’s future at First 

Lutheran Church. 

Now, if only I could 

find a pen that works 

and a fresh notebook, 

I’ll get going on Sun-

day’s sermon. Perhaps 

I will need to check out 

the school supply isle 

after all.  

See you at worship! 

Pastor Martha Halls 

For Surely I know the 

plans I have for you, 

says the Lord, plans for 

your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a fu-

ture with hope.  Jeremi-

ah 29:11 

 I have always enjoyed 

shopping for school 

supplies in August. Se-

lecting the perfect pens, 

pencils, crayons, note-

books and erasers was a 

ritual that prepared me 

for the adventure just 

around the corner. The 

start of a new school 

year brought a bit of 

anxiety: new schedules, 

new teachers, new 

friends, new opportuni-

ties, new challenges, 

new hopes and dreams. 

When I had packed the 

right supplies in my 

backpack I was ready to 

embark on another 

journey into an un-

known but hopefully, 

exciting future.  

The school supply isle 

still gets my heart pump-

ing but I haven’t had a 

chance to get to the 

store to enjoy that thrill 

yet this August. Howev-

er, I have been busy: 

packing and unpacking - 

boxes not backpacks; 

enjoying new schedules 

- what a busy congrega-

tion you have; meeting 

new teachers - the pa-

tient and talented staff 

and people of FLC; mak-

ing new friends - you 

have been so welcoming 

and kind; discovering 

new opportunities - 

Marcus and I are decid-

ing who gets to take the 

lead on specific ministry 

areas; facing new chal-

lenges - how will I ever 

remember all these new 

names and get all these 

things done?  

 I am ready for this new 

adventure. I want to 
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Thank you to the Wollan Family for the new table and 
chairs given to the library in memory of Val. Val was 
an avid reader and devoted member and leader of 
the library committee until her death. Stop in the li-
brary to admire the table and chair set pictured here 
with a plaque identifying the donation from the Wol-
lan family.  

CEMETERY DIRECTORY SHELTER 

A new and very impressive directory shelter has been 
constructed in the First Lutheran North Cemetery. 
This structure contains glass covered display cases 
showing the names, dates and locations of those cur-
rently at rest in the cemetery. It also indicates plots 
previously purchased to be utilized for future burials. 
A granite bench will also be added soon for those 
wishing to sit and rest while visiting. This venture 
provides a fitting opportunity for those wishing to 
memorialize their loved ones past and present day by 
making a donation in any amount towards the cost of 

the new structure. If you are interested you may con-
tact Leonard Hatzenbuhler at (218)736-2389 or the 
church office (218)739-3348.  

Sincerely, 
Church Cemetery Committee  

IN MEMORY OF VAL WOLLAN 

New Cemetery directory shelter at North Cemetery. 

New map of cemetery plots 

Alphabetized directory in case 

and list of veterans buried at 

First Lutheran North Cemetery 



The many new books and 
DVDs ordered by your Library 
Committee, with a generous 
gift from the FL Foundation, 

will be on the shelves the first week of Au-
gust. Included are adult books and many DVDs 
for preschool and Sunday School age chil-
dren.  Children are welcome to visit the Library 
any time, not just on class designated Sundays. 
  

The Library is open whenever the 
office is open.  Look for new titles 
displayed in the Narthex and DVDs 
in the church library.  Check them 
out for your reading pleasure! 

L IBRARY COMMITTEE HA S NEWS FOR YOU! REFORMATION 500 BOOKSTORE 

The 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation is fast ap-
proaching! Learn about Mar-
tin Luther, his writings, and 
the impact of the Refor-
mation for the church today.  
Discover a variety of re-
sources on the Reformation 
for readers of all ages.  Stop 
by the First Lutheran Narthex 
between September 10th-
November 5th on Sunday 
mornings or during office 
hours (8:00-4:30pm)  to re-
ceive up to 50% off plus free 
shipping! 
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HURRICANE HARVEY REL IEF—VIS IT WWW.ELCA.ORG/DISATER FOR MORE INFO 

 
Hurricane Harvey hit the Gulf Coast of the United 
States on Aug. 25, 2017, threatening millions of peo-
ple in coastal Texas and Louisiana with multiple days 
of heavy rain, winds and rising tides. While many 
have evacuated, significant damage is still expected, 
and thousands of people may be housed in shelters 
for an extended period of time. 
 
The situation: 
Please stand by our neighbors as we begin the long 
road to recovering from Hurricane Harvey, one of the 
most catastrophic storms to hit the country in more 
than a decade.  
 
Our response:  
Lutheran Disaster Response’s affiliate is actively pre-
sent, collaborating with community leaders and offi-
cials to initiate the proper responses, particularly the 
long-term recovery efforts. Together, we have a 
strong history of working with disasters in the Gulf 
Coast area. Recovery efforts are expected to take 
years, and Lutheran Disaster Response will be there 
to accompany those affected through every phase of 
this disaster. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We invite you to stand by our neighbors on the Gulf 
Coast during this time. Your gifts ensure that our 
church will be able to provide help and hope for 
those left homeless or otherwise affected by this dis-
aster for years to come. 
 
Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response, designated for 
"Hurricane Response – United States" will be used 
entirely (100 percent) for this disaster until the re-
sponse is complete. Together, we can help provide 
immediate and long-lasting support. Give today to 
support the needs in this response and others like it.  
Write ‘Hurricane Harvey” on your checks memo line 
to designate your offering to this cause. 
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SUNDAY ALTAR FLOWERS 

The Altar Guild would like to thank all of the members, 

families, and friends of First Lu-

theran Church who have provided 

the church with altar flowers 

throughout the years. It adds so 

much to our services to have 

fresh flowers on the altar. The 

following is some information you 

might want to know when giving 

flowers, particularly if you have 

never given them before or you 

are unaware of the procedures: 

 Sign up on the flower chart located on a kiosk 

outside the church office. 

 Ashley from the church office will contact you to 

check on how you would like your gift to be 

acknowledged in that Sunday’s church bulletin. 

 At the present time the church orders the flow-

ers from The Flower Mill, and The Flower Mill 

will bill you directly for the cost of the flowers, 

which is typically about $45. 

 You can provide flowers from you own garden, 

from a family wedding or anniversary, from a 

family funeral or memorial service, or from 

some other special event. 

 If you would like a particular kind or color of 

flowers, please make your request to the Flower 

Mill directly at 218736-7877. (Be aware that 

some requests might increase the cost of the 

flowers.)  Otherwise, The Flower Mill or the Altar 

Guild will make that determination. (For exam-

ple, for Pentecost Sunday or  Reformation Sun-

day, the Altar Guild might request red flowers to 

go with the red paraments.) 

 Typically, The Flower Mill arranges the flowers 

to fit our taller brass vases; however, we do 

have lower brass vases that can be requested. 

Call Ashley to request the lower vases. 

 A member of the Altar Guild Committee takes 

the plastic liners (which fit into our brass vases) 

to The Flower Mill early in the week, The Flower 

Mill delivers them on Thursday mornings, and 

the Altar Guild person places them on the altar 

before Sunday worship. 

 Following the 2nd service on Sunday (or another 

day of the week following the Sunday of your 

gift of flowers), you are welcome to take your 

flowers home or give them to a person you  

choose. 

 You should not take the brass vases or the heavy 

plastic liners home with you. (The vases are very 

expensive and the special plastic liners cost $70 

each even though they do not look that expen-

sive.) Instead, there are plastic fast-food cups or 

plastic milk cartons with the tops cut off that you 

may use. They are located on the counter or in a 

lower cupboard to the left of the sink in the Altar 

Guild Room (also called the sacristy) which is 

located beyond the door next to the choir area. 

If you pick up your flowers on a day other than 

the Sunday of your gift, you might find the flow-

ers in the refrigerator of the Altar Guild room. 

 If you do not want to take the flowers you con-

tribute, it would be helpful if you would inform 

the office so that the Altar Guild can reuse them 

or can take them to a church member who is ill, 

is in a nursing home, etc. The office staff or pas-

tors might also enjoy the flowers. 

 

 

          

 

Again, thank you so much for providing the 

flowers for our worship services.  

It also gives you an opportunity to celebrate 

a special event such as a birthday, anniver-

sary, or wedding. 
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CALL ING ALL MUSICIANS 
FALL SCHEDULE  

RESUMES 
 

Office Hours 

September 5 

Monday-Thursday 

8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

 

Rally Sunday 

September 10 

Worship at 8:30 & 11 a.m. 

Education Hour at 9:45 a.m. 

Adult Bible Study at 10 a.m. 

START-UP SCHEDULE 

 

September 10th-Rally Sunday/Resource Fair 

 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 

 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

 9:45 a.m. “Butterflies” (0-4 yr. olds) 

 9:45 a.m. ELCA Youth Gathering Meeting 

 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

 10 a.m. 3 yr. old Milestone Class 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 20th  

 3:45 p.m. Children’s Choir 

 4:30 p.m. FLY 57 

 5:30 p.m. Confirmation Kickoff & Potluck  

 6:30 p.m. Acolyte Training 

 6:00 p.m. Hosanna Handbells 

 7:30 p.m. Adult Choir 

 7:30 p.m. Senior FLY 

Choir rehearsals begin in September, all Choirs meet 

on Wednesdays.  

Hosanna Handbell Choir rehearsals begin September 

6th at 6:00 p.m. (Sanctuary); directed by Linda 

Mellon. 

Children’s Choir  begins September 20th at 3:45 p.m. 

(Choir rehearsal room); directed by Kelsee Macintosh-

Ellig.  

Adult Choir rehearsals begin September 20th at 7:30 

p.m. in the Choir Room; directed by Janel Trosvig. 

  

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!  
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SEPTEMBER MESSENGER 

FALL SCHEDULE:  
 

*WELCA Board  

Tuesday, September 12th 

10:00 a.m. 

Kairos Room 

 

*Love Days Quilters 

Every Monday  

9:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m.  

Come for fellowship! 

 

*Sarah’s Circle meets  

Wednesday, September 27th 

9:30 a.m. 

 Pioneer Point 

 

* Hannah Circle meets 

Wednesday, September 27 

1:00 p.m. 

at the Church 

Kairos Room 

Join us! 

The quilters have made draw string back 

pack-style cloth bags and the following 

supplies are needed to fill them: 

 4 tablets 8 ½”x11” ruled spiral note-

book, of 70 sheets in each 

 1 blunt scissor 

 1 30 cm metric ruler (inches on one 

side, cm on the other side) 

 1 pencil sharpener 

 1 eraser 2 ½” long (approximately) 

 

Your help is appreciated.  There will be a 

collection basket in the narthex.  Monetary 

donations are also welcome. 

SCHOOL KITS FOR LWR 
 (LUTHERAN WORLD REL IEF) 

WOMEN OF  

FIRST LUTHERAN 

 

 

 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 

GATHER  

Fall Gathering 
for 

WELCA  

Conference 7 
Faith Lutheran Church,  

Pelican Rapids 
On Saturday, 
 October 14th 

 
Watch for details and registra-

tion info in the Sunday bulletins. 


