
I n many congregations the word 

“stewardship” is code language for 

talking about money, specifically finan-

cial support of the church’s ministry.  

It's not that talking about money is 

wrong. After all, it’s a reality in our lives 

and the Scriptures talk about it (as Jesus 

did in the Gospel reading this past Sun-

day).  But I’m convinced that we miss 

the more important messages that God 

has for us in the Scriptures when we 

talk only about raising funds for a non-

profit organization incorporated under 

the laws of the State of Minnesota. 

 

So, last Sunday we started a four-week 

series by paying attention to what it 

means to be a bearer of God’s image in 

the life of the world. (I did talk about 

coinage, because that’s what Jesus used 

to make his point.)  The emperor’s im-

age is on this piece of metal.  God’s 

image is on you.  You carry God’s im-

age into the world wherever you go.  

Or to say it another way, God is using 

you—individually and collectively—to 

bring love and mercy to a world that so 

desperately needs it. 

 

The next three Sundays we’re going to 

continue to give our attention to what 

it means to be a steward:  stewards of 

the Gospel message (a timely theme for 

the 500th anniversary of the Refor-

mation on October 29); stewards of 

the memory and witness of the saints 

(on All Saints Sunday, November 5); 

and stewards of the diversity of gifts 

that God gives us for the common 

good (Nov 12). 

 

I promise you are going to hear some 

new things, so please join us these next 

three Sundays. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Pastor Marcus Kunz 
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Don't forget to turn your 

clocks BACK ONE HOUR this 

Saturday, Nov. 4th ! 

Thank you for participating in this im-

portant ministry of hospitality to mem-

bers and visitors! Our coffee hour be-

tween services has been seeing a lot of 

changes recently, but we think we’ve 

come up with a plan to help it go more 

smoothly. We are no longer assigning 

our youth families, instead, we are asking 

for volunteers to sign-up. We have split 

this task into 2 easy shifts. You can sign 

up by calling the church office or at the 

volunteer table in the Narthex.  Call the 

church office with any questions at 218-

739-3348.   

Here is a brief list of duties that make 

the coffee hour possible. 

Set up  

 8 am-pick up donut holes from Ser-

vice Food (prepaid) 

 Start the coffee pots and set up the 

self-serve area 

 Collect donations after the initial 

rush and place in office safe (10:15 

ish) 

Clean up-after second service 

(12:15) 

 Unplug coffee pots and wash out 

 Clean up and put away all of the self-

serve items 

 Collect any remaining donations and 

place in the office safe 

COFFEE HOUR 
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY - NOVEMBER 5  
All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the body of Christ. Our worship 

will call us to remember and give thanks for all who have died in Christ. We will remember members of FLC 

who have died in the last year as well as members of your family and friends that remain in your hearts. The 

congregation will be invited to light candles in memory of these beloved saints during the singing of For all the 

Saints. 

 

CHRIST THE KING  
Christ the King will be celebrated on Sunday November 19. We will gather this day to remember that Christ 

is King like no other. This special service will be filled with hymns that take us through the seasons of the 

church year, scripture readings proclaiming the rule of Christ and thanksgiving to God for Christ our merciful 

ruler. Several readers of all ages are needed for this service. Please sign- up in the Narthex if you are willing 

to assist with this. 

 

COMING HOME -  ADVENT 2017. 
 

SUNDAYS - First Lutheran Church will be observing an Extended Advent Season beginning Sunday No-

vember 26 continuing through December 17. Each Sunday we will be using a beautiful Communion lit-

urgy based on the tunes of Advent and Christmas hymns. This is the season where we gather in this, our 

church home, to hear the stories of Christ coming to make his home with us. Do you know someone who 

needs the warmth, love, hope and joy that we share here at FLC? Perhaps you could invite them to our Ad-

vent worship, invite them to come home with you!   

 

WEDNESDAYS -  November 29 - December 20  
 

12:10 - Advent Worship and 

lunch 

 

5:15 - 6:45 p.m.- Supper 

7:00 p.m. - Advent Vespers -

 Holden Evening Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday, December 24, Christmas Eve - 10:00 a.m. one service, Holy Communion 

       no Sunday School 

                                                                   3:00 p.m. Candlelight with Holy Communion 

                                                                   5:00 p.m. Candlelight with Holy Communion 

 

Monday, December 25 Christmas Day - 10:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, December 31 - 10:00 a.m. one service, no Sunday School, Holy Communion 

WORSHIP PLANS 



FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH  

FOUNDATION REQUESTS FOR 2018: 

 

 The requests should be approved by the Church 

Council. The written request for funds should be 

sent to Orrie Leabo, Foundation President, before 

December 10th, 2017. This will help the Founda-

tion Board to prepare for the Foundation’s Annual 

Meeting. If you have any questions or comments 

please contact the board members. They are as fol-

lows: Chad Felstul, Vicki Hanneman, Leonard Hat-

zenbuhler, Tim Johnson, Orrie Leabo, Missy Mattson 

and Linda Mellon. 

Thanksgiving Eve  

Worship Service 

 

Wednesday,  

Nov. 22nd at 6 pm 
 

Remember to bring your 

items for our local food 

shelf that night. 
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Come join us in the Narthex for a  

Soup Lunch 
 Following the Noon Advent Worship 

November 29, December 6, 13 and 20 

Everyone is welcome to come  and enjoy a delicious 

bowl of soup or  grab a lunch bag to

- go following the Noon Advent 

Worship services. 

 

5 Love Languages Workshop 

You can still join Pastor 

Martha and Pastor 

Marcus for a workshop 

that will help you iden-

tify your love language 

and the love language 

of your partner. We will 

read the book, Five 

Love Languages by 

Gary Chapman, have discussion and 

learn with each other. Childcare is pro-

vided. Please call the church office 218

-739-3348 or email firstlutheran-

churchff@gmail.com to help us plan for 

childcare providers. The sessions will 

be 6 – 7:30 pm Thursday 11/9 and 

11/16. Everyone is Welcome. Please 

pick up a book from the office as soon 

as possible! 

Thank you OWLS—We had good attendance at 

the Oct 12 Reformation Gathering with Pastor 

Nancy Monke.  A special thank you to the people 

that helped serve the meal, the good sports that 

were in the skit, and the willing people that stayed 

to help with dishes and clean up were greatly ap-

preciated by Margaret and Marlene. 

First Lutheran OWLS will NOT be taking a coach 

to the Concordia Christmas Concert this 

year.   Watch the Sunday bulletin and the kiosk for 

the next OWLS Event!! 
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Love Days Quilters 
Every Monday  

9:00-3:00 

JOIN US! 

  
WELCA Board 

**No Meeting in Nov.** 

  

CIRCLES 
Sarah—Wed. Nov. 15th 

9:30am @ Pioneer Pointe 

Social Room 

 

Hannah -Wed. Nov. 15th  

1:00pm @ PioneerCare 

Center, for their regular 

meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following their meeting, 

Hannah Circle, and any-

one else who would like 

to serve “PioneerCare 

Sunshine Aid” for our res-

idents should gather at 

3:00 p.m. for a program. 

Enjoy fellowship with our 

members who reside at 

PCC! 
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THANKOFFERING  2017 
 

Lutheran women have given thanks to God and dollars to 

mission through Thankofferings for more than 100 

years.  Last year, Thankofferings totaled almost one mil-

lion dollars to support Women of the ELCA church-wide 

ministries, with offering coming from over 2,450 congre-

gations.  First Lutheran sent $910.00 in 2016 and $1,055 

in 2015.  Let’s try to reach the goal of $1,000 again in 

2017. 

 

Thankofferings are sent in full to the church-wide wom-

en’s organization and help do mission and address con-

cerns of women and children in crisis—especially the cri-

sis related to poverty, health/AIDS and domestic violence. 

 

Please use the blue Thankoffering envelope you receive in 

the November Messenger and place it in the Sunday offer-

ing plate or bring it to the office in November. 

Questions?  Call Margaret Kratzke 736-3697. 

Women of First Lutheran 

 

At “A Place to Belong” on  

Tuesday, November 14th, at 2:00 pm 

The folks at “A Place to Belong” wish to show their 

gratitude to us for our continued financial support. 

This is a great time to meet them personally and 

learn more about their mission! 

 

Please RSVP by signing up at the Information 

Counter by Nov. 5th. 

Any questions? Just call Gayle Fitz (736-3058) 

AP2B is located at 109 N. Court Street, Fergus Falls. 

Learn more at www.aplace2belongmn.com 


