
Dear Friends, 

My youngest son, Charlie, who is 20 

months old, is in love with someone.  

You might think that this person that 

he is in love with is òMamaó or òDadaó 

ð and I know Charlie loves us too ð but 

Charlie has someone else that makes 

his heart go pitter pat.  Charlie is in 

love with Elmo - the furry red little 

monster on Sesame Street.  Charlie has 

a few Elmo movies ð one of them being 

a movie called òElmo in Grouchland.ó  

In this movie, Elmoõs favorite blanket is 

stolen by an angry man named Huxley ð 

a man who has a problem with a little 

word: òMINE.ó  He steals toys and trin-

kets from everyone and stamps òMINEó 

all over them.  He clearly has a problem 

with sharing.  Itõs a nice lesson for kids, 

and as we have 4 of them and they 

clearly need to share things (especially 

attention from Mommy and Daddy) itõs 

a lesson that is worth learning well in 

our house. 

Iõve been thinking about this movie a bit 

lately, and wondering how much we are 

like Huxley.  We like to sort of òhoardó 

things.  We may know people who 

have lost jobs or who are struggling 

financially to a significant degree.  But 

those of us living relatively comfortably 

tend to stay at the sidelines.  We sit 

around and do nothing ð thinking to 

ourselves that our contributions donõt 

matter, or that they wonõt add up.  We 

cling to our material possessions ð 

when we should be instead clinging to 

the words of Jesus that say, òand who-

ever gives even a cup of cold water to 

one of these little ones in the name of a 

discipleñtruly I tell you, none of these 

will lose their reward.ó  (Matthew 

10:42) 

It is my encouragement to you, dear 

friends, during this season of lent.  Give 

of yourselves deeply and richly.  Invite a 

family over for dinner.  Give generously 

to the Fergus Falls food shelf.  Partici-

pate in the ELCA World Hunger 40 

Days of Giving program.  Talk as a fam-

ily about other ways that you might be 

able to give of your time, talent, or 

treasure.  Offer your support in what-

ever ways you can.  God loves us al-

ways - even when weõre like Huxley.  

But our Sisters and Brothers in Christ 

need our help.  Thank you for all you 

do! 

And at the end of the day, the one 

thing that you should hold close to you 

and say is òmineó ð is the treasure we 

receive from Jesus ð the priceless treas-

ure of knowing that you are Godõs 

dearly beloved child ð and that nothing 

can change that.  That, my friends, is 

priceless. 

Jesus, Priceless Treasure (ELW 775) 

Jesus, Priceless treasure, 

source of purest pleasure, 

Truest friend to me: 

Ah, how long Iõve panted, 

and my heart has fainted, 

thirsting, Lord for thee! 

Thine I am, O spotless lamb; 

nothing in this world can hide thee, 

Naught I ask beside thee. 

 

In Christ,  

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Jennifer 
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Mark Your Calendars!!  

April 10, 24 

& May 1 

New Member 

Classes (4-6pm) 

April 21 Salad Luncheon 

(11am-1pm) 

May 8 Confirmation 

Dessert &  

Rehearsal (7pm) 

May 15 Reception of New 

Members & Rite 

of Confirmation 

May 15 High School Sen-

ior Recognition 

Dessert 

May 29 High School Sen-

ior Recognition 

Sunday 
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WOMEN OF FIRST LUTHERANñOPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER 
The WELCA Board does  

not meet in March  

Love Days Quilters meets every Mon-

day from 9 a.m.ñ3 p.m.  

All are welcome!  

CIRCLES  

Wed, March 23rd, 2016  

Sarah at 9:30 am @ Pioneer Pointe 

Hannah at 1:00 pm @ First Lutheran 

Church 

Spring Flowering plants are needed to decorate the church on Easter.  

If you would like to furnish a plant, please send a check for $20 to the 

church office (or put in a pew envelope marked òEaster Plantó and place in 

the offering plate).  Those purchasing a plant may take it home following 

the 11 oõclock service on Easter Sunday.  

EASTER PLANTS 

Winter Weather Information  

If Fergus Falls schools close due to bad 

weather, the activities at the church that 

day will be cancelled and the church office 

will be closed. (If a leader of an evening ac-

tivity, such as the adult choir, decides they 

WILL HOLD THEIR EVENT, they should 

contact the members.) Sunday morning 

worship will never be cancelled, but please use your good judgment 

when deciding if you should come to worship or not, REMEMBER, you 

can always listen at home to the 8:30 a.m. worship on KJJK AM 1020. 

A Big Thank You  

 To the Lenten/Easter Task 

Force in spending all the time 

planning and decorating for our 

Lent Season this year.  

Thursday, April 21st, 2016 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Start checking out your favorite salad and bar recipes 

that you plan to donate for the Luncheon and/or 

bake goods for the sale. Sign-up sheets for salad, bars 

and volunteers to help that day will be available in 

the Narthex on April 4th, 11th and 18th. Please sign 

up early! Plan to attend and taste all these wonder-

ful salads and bars and pick up your homemade bak-

ery items. Thank you!  

TASTE OF SPRINGñANNUAL SALAD LUNCHEON & BAKE SALE 

Gather magazine is published 10 times a year by 

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America. There are many interesting and inspira-

tional articles as well as a Bible Study in each issue. 

You can get Gather on your iPad, Android, and Kin-

dle Fire. Download the app via iTunes, Google Play, 

or Amazon. All you need to access the articles is a 

print subscription. Call 844-409-0576 or go to 

www.gathermagazine.org/subsribe to get started 

($15 for a year). Find out more at gathermaga-

zine.org. 

GATHER MAGAZINE 
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