
a gift. In doing so, you 

would be sharing the 

love of God found in 

the beauty of creation 

with them. Pretty easy, 

right? Just be on the 

lookout for the Epiph-

any Plants announce-

ment. And, over the 

coming days and weeks, 

I encourage you to no-

tice how God has been 

gracious to you, and 

how you have been 

blessed. Godõs call to us 

to be good news for 

others will seem so 

easy once we remem-

ber how wonderfully 

gifted we actually are. 

 

 Peace, 

 

 Pastor Erick Thompson 

W hen I was in 

school, I re-

member that our first 

day back after Christ-

mas break we all told 

our friends everything 

we got for Christmas. It 

was a time-honored 

tradition of proudly tell-

ing your friends how 

many Star Wars action 

figures you got, and also 

enviously hearing what 

awesome presents your 

friends received. The 

Church has a season for 

doing just this same 

sort of thing, itõs called 

Epiphany. Epiphany is a 

season for us to show 

off our Christmas pre-

sents. Or, to put it an-

other way, Epiphany is 

the season to òshow 

offó the good news of 

Jesus Christ to our 

neighbors and the 

world. 

 

 You might be thinking 

that telling others what 

I got for Christmas is 

one thing, but sharing 

Godõs love with others 

is completely different. 

If youõre wondering 

how you might do this, 

Iõve got a couple ideas 

to get you rolling. First, 

start with gratitude. If 

we are able to see all 

the gifts in our own 

lives, we can be grateful 

for all that we have. 

Living in an attitude of 

gratefulness, we stop 

our neediness, and in-

stead turn and become 

someone who can offer 

care and love to others. 

It is this awareness of 

Godõs blessings and 

love for us that can 

spark our outreach to 

the world. 

 

 The second idea is 

what I call òEpiphany 

Plants.ó Let me explain, 

in worship sometime in 

January or February, 

weõll have a bunch of 

little plants available for 

people. Each family or 

person would take two 

plants: one to keep and 

one to give away. The 

idea here is that you 

would bring the plant to 

a friend or neighbor as 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR ERICK 

Inside this issue:  

Transition Update 2 

Visitation Outreach 2 

New in the Library 2 

Outreach 3 

FLY News 4 

Sunday School News 5 

WELCA 6 

Fi rs t  Lutheran Church  

JANUARY NEWSLETTER  
JANUARY, 2017 

FIRST LUTHERAN 

CHURCH  

ANNUAL MEETING 

 

Sunday, January 

29. 2017 
Potluck at Noon 

 followed by the  

Annual Meeting in  

Fellowship Hall 

DEADLINE FOR 

THE FEBRUARY 

MESSENGER IS 

JAN. 24th  



NEW IN THE LIBRARY 

T he library has a 

new TABLE and 

CHAIRS given in mem-

ory of Val Wollan whose 

family generously do-

nated the proceeds from 

her sonõs musical per-

formance at First Lu-

theran following her 

death in 2015.  Val was 

an avid reader and de-

voted member and 

leader of the library 

committee until her 

death.  Her leadership is 

dearly missed. Thank you 

to the Wollan family. 

 

Also new, are books for 

adults and children sug-

gested by users of the 

library: Books dealing 

with grief, depression 

and bullying; books on 

Martin Luther; the new-

est book in the No. 1 

Ladies Detective Agency 

series; and 8 Magic Tree 

House books. They will 

be on the shelves as 

soon as they are cata-

loged and cards put in 

them. We hope you 

check them out. 

 

 The Library Committee 

T he transition process 

is moving forward, 
with a Transition Team to 

be chosen by the council, 
hopefully by its January 

meeting. Once the Transi-
tion Team is assembled, 

they will host Listening 
Forums for people to 
come and share their views 

on a variety of topics. 
(Watch for more informa-

tion on the Listening Fo-
rums in later January and 

early February.)  

From these listening fo-

rums, the Transition Team 
hopes to have a better idea 

of where we are as a con-
gregation around five focus 

points: Heritage, Leader-
ship, Connections, Mission, 

and Future. These five fo-
cus points will help the 
Transition Team to under-

stand when it would be 
appropriate to officially 

assemble a call committee 
and begin the call process.  

If you are interested in 

being a part of the Transi-

tion Team, or would like 
to nominate someone for 

the Team, please contact 
Pastor Erick Thompson at 

the church office, or by 
email: revdocerick@gmail.c

om. If you have any other 
questions about the proc-
ess, please contact me. I 

would love to discuss fur-
ther any questions or con-

cerns you may have. 
Peace, 

Pastor Erick 

TRANSITION UPDATE 

important a single con-

tact is. Even a short 

note can bring a smile. 

If you can take some 

time to help, call the 

church at 218-739-

3348, and let him know. 
It should be fun! 

MAKE 'EM SMILE  

P astor Stan Satre, 

Visitation Pastor, 

is looking for a few 

folks to organize an 

outreach to our older 

members and friends 

who are living alone. As 
holiday greetings came 

to us we realized how 

"Even a short note 
can bring a smile." 
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Watch for more informa-
tion on the Listening Fo-
rums in later January and 
early February 

"Val was an avid 
reader and devoted 
member and leader of  
the library committee" 



T he Outreach Com-

mittee would like to 

thank everyone who sup-

ported our Giving Trees 

this year. The gifts were 

given to two of our local 

benevolences: Someplace 

Safe and A Place To Be-

long. We are excited to 

continue this important 

ministry next year with 

your help.  

to Tim Johnson for deliv-

ering the food from Ser-

vice Foods.  

We plan to continue this 

exciting ministry in the 

coming year. If you know 

of someone who would 

appreciate a basket, 

please contact the church 

office each year.  

On December 17th, The 

Outreach Committee, 

with the help of Council 

members, delivered 40 

Christmas food baskets 

to families in need in our 

community.  We want to 

say Thank you to LeAnne 

Jaenisch, Kile & Tonya 

Bergren, Duane Gran, 

Rick West and Ashley 

Shuck for delivering the 

baskets. Also, thank you 

GIVING TREES: THANK YOU! 

CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS 

to the Salvation Army to 

help families in need.   

First Lutheran is proud to 

give to our local benevo-

lences and share the good 

news of God's love to 

each and every one. 

A special thank you to 

Sandy Kvern for helping 

deliver all of those gro-

ceries!  

FERGUS FALLS FOOD SHELF 

O ver Thanksgiving, 

our congregation 

participated in our pro-

cessional food offering. 

The Outreach Committee 

would like to share our 

appreciation with you! 

Thank you so much. We 

were able to give 390 lbs. 

of food to our local Fer-

gus Falls Food Shelf and 

even more was brought 

òéthere have been times our 
members have been moved to tears by 
the gifts they received from the 
church.  Also, because of your 
partnership with us, we can freely 
discuss Jesus at our club even if some 
people are opposed to it.  When local 
churches give to AP2B we believe we 
have a responsibility to let Jesus in 
the door.ó 
Sue Wilken, E D 
A Place To Belong 
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