
 

 

October 4, 2015                    Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not 
fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through 
the waters, I will be with you;   and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk 
through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your 
God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in 
exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honoured, and I love you, give 
people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring 
your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I will say to the north, ‘Give them 
up’, and to the south, ‘Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the 
end of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I 
formed and made.’ 
 
 

SECOND READING   Revelation 21:1-5 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his 
peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be 
no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.’ And 
the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write 
this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ 
 
 

GOSPEL   Matthew 11:25-30 
At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’  
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God has given us the gift of love to share with one another.  There are no easy answers to the questions 
raised in the readings today.  Yet we live and grapple with the questions and rejoice in the gift of love that 
God has given us to share with one another. 
     

 

Prelude 
 

Announcements 
 

*Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness   
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose name is majestic in all the earth, who rescues and 

heals in every time of trouble, who does all things well. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us come before God, seeking forgiveness and life.  
(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 

P: Steadfast and saving God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess to you all the ways we turn from you and harm one another. 

In your compassion, forgive our sins and heal our hurts. Bring forth from us a harvest of 
righteousness, the fruits of gentleness and peacemaking, the sheaves of wisdom and 
justice, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

P: In the name of +Jesus, the Son of God, receive mercy and find grace in your time of need. Your 
transgressions are forgiven; God’s love is healing balm for your wounds. Rejoice, for God raises 
you up to new life in Christ.   

C: Amen. 
 

*Processional Hymn        What a Friend we Have in Jesus ELW 742 
 

*Apostolic Greeting  ELW Page 138 
 

*Kyrie   ELW Page 138 
 

*The Hymn of Praise Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW 858 (V. 1 & 4) 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 
Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, joining in glad adoration! 
 

Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
Let the amen sound from his people again. Gladly forever adore him! 
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Coffee and Refreshments will be served this morning in the Narthex by the families of Aaron Shelstad and 
Nicholas Johnson. 
 

Known Hospitalized: Gloria Springer at Lake Region Hospital.  
 

Large Print Bulletins are available.  If you would like a copy for worship, please ask an usher. 
 

Visitors! If you didn’t get a “Visitors Bag” when you came in this morning please pick one up on your way 
out after worship. You’ll find them in a basket located on the small table on the ramp coming up from the 
narthex into the sanctuary. 
 

Reminder from our Bookkeeper: If you don’t have your offering envelopes, please use a pew envelope to place 
in the offering plate. Thank you! 
 

Meals by Wheels: November Meals by Wheels dates:  November 2 thru 6 and November 9 thru 13. If you 
are available to help out one or more of these dates, please contact Rick West at 218-205-6963. 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive: The Outreach Committee is in need of volunteers to help out at the upcoming 
Blood Drive on Friday, November 13th from 10-4 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please contact Rick West at 
205-6963 if you are interested in helping. 
 

Lakeland Hospice is sponsoring Camp Emily on Saturday, October 10 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Lakeland Hospice offices in Fergus Falls. Camp Emily is a regional day camp held each Fall for youth ages 
7-18 who have experiences the death of someone they loved. Parents or guardians are asked to attend and 
participate in the day-long event. Camp Emily is offered free of charge. Call (218)998-1400 for information 
and to register.  
 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 
 

The Spiritual Nature of Money 
In his remarks prior to the offering at a men’s retreat, a Colorado pastor said, “We never take 
collections at these events. We do, however, receive an offering.” 
He was stating an important truth about Christian stewardship. Receiving an offering is quite different 
from fund raising. Offerings are a spiritual matter in which we give ourselves to God’s causes, Fund 
raising, on the other hand, is a financial matter in which we give out money to pay the bills for a good 
cause. 
That is an important distinction. In our worship service each Sunday, we are not just taking a collection 
to pay the bills; that would be fund raising. No, we are receiving an offering. When we give an offering, 
we give more than money. 
That is the major reason that churches ask people to give money as part of the worship service each 
Sunday - because our giving of money helps us to give a far more important gift: ourselves. 
 

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 
“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver.” 
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This Week at First Lutheran: 
Today: 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   Worship/Holy Communion/2nd Grade Milestone Blessing 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. AED Training in Fellowship Hall (NOTE LOCATION CHANGE) 
  NO ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
 

Monday: 9:00-3:00 p.m. WELCA Love Days  
 5:00 p.m. Al-Anon 
 5:15 p.m. Foundation Meeting in Conference Room 
 5:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 
                  

Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. Staff meeting  
 6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts 
       

Wednesday: 7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ LRH 
 9:30 a.m. Al-Anon 
  10:00 a.m. AA 
 3:45 p.m. Children’s Choir 
 4:30 p.m. FLY K4 
 6:00 p.m. Hosanna Handbells 
 6:30 p.m. 8th & 9th Grade Confirmation Class – Parents Night 
 7:30 p.m. High School Senior FLY 
 7:30 p.m. Adult Choir 
    

Thursday: 8:45 a.m.  Morning Watch – Pr. Saul – KBRF AM 1250 
 9:30 a.m.  Sr Bible Study & Coffee 
                    

Friday: CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 

Next Sunday, October 11  
 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Blended Worship/Holy Communion  
 9:45 a.m. Butterflies 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. 3rd Grade Milestone Class 
 3:00 p.m. Girl Scouts  
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*Prayer of the Day 
  P   Let us pray. . . . 
  C   Amen 
 

Anthem  Wren’s Song Anna Laura Page 
 (8:30) Children’s Choir 
 

 Children of the heavenly Father  arr. Paul Christiansen 
 (11:00)   Adult Choir 
2nd Grade Milestone Blessing 
 

First Lesson         Isaiah 43:1-7 
(Congregational response after reading:  Thanks be to God) 

Second Lesson         Revelation 21:1-5 
(Congregational response after reading:  Thanks be to God) 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 
          

                              (Congregation responds after Gospel is announced:  Glory to you, O Lord.) 

*Gospel  Matthew 11:25-30 
(Congregation responds after Gospel is read: Praise to you, O Christ) 

 

Sermon                          Made for One Another Pastor Jennifer 
 

Hymn of the Day                                  On Eagle’s Wings ELW 787 
        Cantor sings verses; congregation join on refrain:   

And he will lift you up on eagle's wings, Bear you on the breath of dawn, 
Make you to shine like the sun,  

And hold you in the palm of his hand.  
*The Apostles’ Creed   Back Cover of ELW Hymnal 
    

*The Prayers (The response is sung after the words “Let us pray to the Lord” at the end of each petition) 

 
Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943  
Music: CHILDREN P RAYING, Ken Medema 

Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing  Company , Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by  permission.  
Duplication in any  form prohibited without permiss ion or valid license from copy right administrator.  
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*The PEACE is shared 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Offering                
*Offertory  

 

 

 

 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving                                                                                                       ELW Page 152 
 Words of Institution 
 * The Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
                Hymns during Communion:            ELW 778, 631 
 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

*Post Communion Hymn Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise ELW 207 
Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell ev'ryone what God has done. 

Let ev'ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice and bear the name of Christ. 
Send us with your promises and lead your people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980 Text © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net Lic #A-704276 

 

*Prayer & Benediction 
* Dismissal 
 P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
 C Thanks be to God 
 

*Postlude 
* Indicates when congregation stands 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Senior Pastor: Saul Stensvaag 
Associate Pastor: Jennifer Rose 
Visitation Pastor: Stan Satre 
Sunday School Superintendent:  Cindy Larson 
Council President: Lisa Wolfe 
Organist: Keith Melberg 
Sacristan: 8:30- Mark & Susan Hermes 11:00- Carolyn Sund   
Adult Choir Director Erik Vigesaa   
Children’s Choir Director: Mary Kay Stensvaag 
Cantor: 8:30- Svea Smestad 11:00- Madisen Hinsverk  
Communion Assistants: 8:30- Dolores Simdorn, Jody Thom 
 11:00- Mary Johnson, Carolyn Sund 
Ushers: 8:30- Bob & Karla Wynn, Chad & Kelsey Felstul 
  11:00- Eric & Aaron Shelstad, Robbie & Karen Olson 
Acolyte: 8:30-Madeline Trosvig, Olivia Becker 11:00- Jacob Spangler, Lilly Stumbo 
Lector: 8:30- Abbey Kwapinski 11:00-Ann Mathison  
PA:         8:30- Kevyn Heck 11:00- Jack Pearson 

4 

2nd Graders receiving their Milestone Blessing this morning are: 
 

Katie Bergren, Rowan Cheshire, Ellie Fuder, Mckenzie Haugen, Isaiah Hendershot, 
Benjamin Koch, Grace Lappegaard, Alec Prischmann, Chloe Rose,  

Ella Sem, Aiden Stumbo, and Khia Toso 
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