
July 5, 2015                    Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

FIRST LESSON. Ezekiel 2:1–5 
He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. And when he spoke to me, a spirit 
entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. He said to me, Mortal, I am 
sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their 
ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day. The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I 
am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, "Thus says the Lord GOD." Whether they hear or 
refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among them. 

 
SECOND LESSON. 2 Corinthians 12:2–10 

I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven — whether in the body 
or out of the body I do not know; God knows. And I know that such a person — whether in the body or out of 
the body I do not know; God knows — was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, 
that no mortal is permitted to repeat. On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not 
boast, except of my weaknesses. But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But 
I refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, even 
considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a 
thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. 
Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, "My grace is 
sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness." So, I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 
 

GOSPEL.  Mark 6:1–13 
He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the sabbath he began to 
teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, "Where did this man get all 
this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is 
not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not 
his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not without 
honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house." And he could do no 
deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. And he was 
amazed at their unbelief. Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began 
to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to take 
nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to wear sandals and 
not to put on two tunics. He said to them, "Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. 
If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on 
your feet as a testimony against them." So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast 
out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 
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Paul, the great witness to the gospel, doesn’t have a pain-free life because he’s a believer. He prays 
repeatedly for God to remove his “thorn in the flesh.” But God gives Paul a different answer: “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” It’s like we learned back in Sunday School: “He is 
weak, but we are strong.” 
     

Prelude 
Announcements   
 

*Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness  ELW Page 94 
 

*Opening Hymn        O Beautiful for Spacious Skies ELW 888 
 

*Apostolic Greeting  ELW Page 147 
 

*Kyrie   ELW Page 147 
 

*The Hymn of Praise This is the Feast ELW Page 149 
 

*Prayer of the Day 
  P   Let us pray. . . . 
  C   Amen 
 

First Lesson         Ezekiel 2:1–5 
(Congregational response after reading:  Thanks be to God) 

 

Second Lesson         2 Corinthians 12:2–10 
(Congregational response after reading:  Thanks be to God) 

 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 
          
                              (Congregation responds after Gospel is announced:  Glory to you, O Lord.) 
 

*Gospel  Mark 6:1–13 
(Congregation responds after Gospel is read: Praise to you, O Christ) 

 

Sermon                           We are Weak but He is Strong Pastor Saul 
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This Week at First Lutheran: 
Today: 9:30 a.m. Worship/Holy Communion 
 
Monday: 9:00 a.m. WELCA Love Days 
 5:00 p.m. Al-Anon 
 5:15 p.m. Foundation Meeting (Conference Room) 
 7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 
 6:30 p.m. Softball – Eagles 
 7:30 p.m. Softball – Eagles 
 
Tuesday: 3:00 p.m. Mill Street Bible Study 
 8 a.m. – 9 p.m. Valley Fair Trip (completed grades 6-12) 
 
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m. Al-Anon 
 10:00 a.m. AA 
 
Thursday:   8:45 am  Morning Watch – Pr. Jennifer– KBRF AM 1250 
  9:30 a.m.  Sr Bible Study & Coffee 
                     5:30 pm  Worship/Holy Communion  
 
Friday:  CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 
Next Sunday, July 12  
  9:30 a.m. Worship/Holy Communion 
   National Youth Gathering Sending & Blessing 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Senior Pastor:    Saul Stensvaag 
Associate Pastor: Jennifer Rose 
Part-time Visitation Pastor: Stan Satre 
Sunday School Superintendent: Cindy Larson 
Council President: Lisa Wolfe 
Ushers:  Brian & Madisen Becker, Mat & Dina Freitag 
Organist: Keith Melberg 
Sacristan:                         Carolyn Sund 
Communion Assistants: Mary Kay Stensvaag, Ken Stensvaag 
Acolyte: Nycole Mouritsen, Alexis Larson 
Lector: Dolores Simdorn  
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Hymn of the Day                                  Jesus Loves Me ELW 595 
                                                                                                                                                                         

*The Apostles’ Creed   Back Cover of ELW Hymnal 
    
*The Prayers 
  P   …Lord, in your mercy, OR  P  … Let us pray to the Lord, 
  C   hear our prayer.   C  Lord, have mercy. 

 
*The PEACE is shared 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Offering     
 
*Offertory  
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*The Great Thanksgiving                                                                                                       ELW Page 152 
 Words of Institution 

 
The Lord’s Prayer                               
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
                Hymns during Communion:            ELW 890, 812 
 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
 
*Post Communion Hymn Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise ELW 207 

Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell ev'ryone what God has done. 
Let ev'ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice and bear the name of Christ. 

Send us with your promises and lead your people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980 Text © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net Lic #A-704276 

 
*Prayer & Benediction 

 
* Sending 
 P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
 C Thanks be to God 
 
*Postlude 
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Coffee and Refreshments:  Join us for coffee and goodies in the Narthex this morning, Neil & 
Madeline Herman are serving. 
 
Altar Flowers are given by John & Bev Aune in celebration of their 65th wedding anniversary.  
 
Sympathy to the family and friends of David Stock on the death of his father, Henry, and also to 
Lorraine Kantrud and family on the death of her brother, Kenneth C. Toso.  
 
Large Print Bulletins are available.  If you would like a copy for worship, please ask an 
usher. 
 
Visitors! If you didn’t get a “Visitors Bag” when you came in this morning please pick one up 
on your way out after worship. You’ll find them in a basket located on the small table on the 
ramp coming up from the narthex into the sanctuary. 
 
 
 
 
Quilts for sale! Today, there are several quilts available for sale from our quilters. They are 
displayed in the Narthex, and proceeds are given to Luther Crest.  
 
 
 
 
The First Lutheran Church Foundation meets tomorrow at 5:15 p.m. in the Conference Room. 
 
Lakeland Hospice Foundation’s 3rd Annual Harmon Killebrew Hospice Day at Target Field will be held 
Saturday, August 29th.  Seats are available on Community Fan Buses.  Round trip coach bus to and from 
Target Field, tailgating party (includes lunch), Twins game ticket (Diamond Box Seat in Hospice Fan Section) 
event t-shirt, goodie bag & keepsake Harmon Homer Hankie, fellowship, fun and more included!  Price is $130 
per person.  Contact Tammy at 218-998-1423 or by email Tammy.Anderson@LBHomes.org to reserve your 
ticket.   
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 Just a Reminder that if you are unable to attend worship on Sunday mornings we 
have an ALTERNATIVE…Please join us on Thursday evenings for worship at 5:30 pm. 
 

Church Softball Games are tomorrow night!  Come out to Eagles Field at 
6:30 and 7:30 to cheer on our First Lutheran Team! 
 


