
March 27, 2016                                                                                                          Easter Sunday  
 

Lesson. Isaiah 65:3-11 
I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or 
come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create 
Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; 
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in 
it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who 
dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be 
considered accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat 
their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the 
days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their 
hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed 
by the Lord—and their descendants as well. Before they call I will answer, while they are yet 
speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 
but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says 
the Lord. 
 

Gospel. Luke 24:1-12 
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they 
had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not 
find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood 
beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to 
them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember 
how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, 
and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.’ Then they remembered his words, and returning 
from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 
But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and 
ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went 
home, amazed at what had happened. 
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The women go early on Easter Morning and discover and empty tomb.  They were perplexed, but the 
emptiness of the tomb declares that Christ is Risen.  And the treasure of new life – eternal life – belongs to 
all who believe in him.       

Silence Please take a candle & wait in silence for the service to begin. 
 

(As our dancers bring the light of Easter, share the light with your neighbor by tipping the unlit candle.) 
 

Announcements 
 

Easter Greeting P:   Christ is risen! 
  C:   He is risen indeed 
Unveiling of the Cross 
 
 

The Processional Hymn                     (Congregation please remain seated until v. 3) ELW 365 
                 (with Hosanna Handbells) 

 

    Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
 

                                           1 Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! 
 Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
 Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
 Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

 2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
 Unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia! 
 Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
 Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

  3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
 Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
 Now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia! 

 Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 

(Interlude) 
 

 4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
 Praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
 Praise him, all you heav’nly host, Alleluia! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4; tr. Lyra Davidica, London, 1708, sts. 1-3   Public Domain 

 
 

This Week at First Lutheran: 
Today: 8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship/Easter/Holy Communion 
 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 NO ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
 
Monday: 9 a.m. WELCA Love Days 
 5 pm Al-Anon 
 7 pm Boy Scouts 
 
Tuesday: 9 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 3 p.m. Mill Street Bible Study 
 
Wednesday:9:30 a.m. Al-Anon 
 10:00 a.m. AA 
 3:45-4:30 p.m. Children’s Choir 
  NO FLY 
 6:00 p.m. Hosanna Handbells 
 6:30 p.m. 8th & 9th Grade Confirmation 
  NO Senior FLY  
 7:30 p.m. Practice for Acolytes & Bible Bearers for the Sundays in Easter 
  NO ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 
Thursday: 8:45 a.m. Morning Watch-Pr. Jennifer 
 9:30 a.m. Sr. Bible Study and Coffee 
 
Friday: CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 
Next Sunday, April 3 
 8:30 & 11 a.m.   Worship/Holy Communion 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
 10:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study 
 

 
 

CONFIRMATION WILL RESUME MARCH 30th 
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Fellowship and Refreshments will be served in the narthex following worship.  Serving today is the family 
of Kaleb Freitag. 
 

Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Jeanette Pattinson in celebration of her 95th birthday. 
 

Known Hospitalized: Connor Anderson and Jeanette Pattinson at Sanford in Fargo. Bernice Roysland and 
Stella Jyrkas at Lake Region Healthcare. 
 

Sympathy to the family of Tim Overland who passed away last Saturday. His funeral was held here on 
Wednesday. Sympathy to the family of Austin “Dennis” Korby. Funeral will be held here at 2pm next 
Wednesday March 30th.  
 

Large Print Bulletins are available.  If you would like a copy of the bulletin and hymns 
for worship this morning, please ask an usher. 
 

NEW MEMBER CLASSES BEGINNING SOON!!!  Pastor Saul, Pastor Jennifer & the Membership 
Committee will be forming a New Member Community beginning Sunday, April 10th from 4-6 p.m.  All 
interested persons are asked to come on April 10, 24 & May 1.  New members will be received during 
worship on May 15 (at the 8:30 a.m. service). 
 

Church Softball begins in May! If you are between the ages of 14-100, sign-up today to play Monday 
nights on First Lutheran’s softball team this year! Both male and female players are welcome! Sign-up 
sheets are at the Info Counter …The cost is $40 to play plus $10 for a t-shirt. If under age 18 you will need a 
parent’s signature. Have fun and get some exercise at the same time! 
 

Holy Humor Sunday - Join us next Sunday as we celebrate the joy of Easter with Holy Humor Sunday!  
Holy Humor Sunday originates from an ancient church tradition called bright Sunday or the Risus Paschalis 
(the Easter Laugh.)  We will join together next Sunday to share the joy of Easter through the gift of humor.  
You are invited to wear a wacky outfit or bright colors - wear your Halloween costume or wear your pajamas 
- but whatever you wear, come ready to laugh and celebrate the gift of Easter! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*The Apostolic Greeting   

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

*The Hymn of Praise This is the Feast 

(Part I: Women, Part II: Men) 
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Women 

Men 

Easter Plants decorating our church this morning are given by the families of:  
 

Jack & Sandy Pearson, Steve Guttormson & Nancy Swenson, Larry Greenquist, John & Karma 
Wagner, Karen Schafer, Bob & Karla Wynn, Mark & Susan Hermes, Kristi Wentworth, Todd Kvern, 

Gordy & Sandy Kvern, Dave & Lorri Holt, Samantha Batzlaff, Carmon & Audrey Jackson, Tom& Jane 
Willett, Brian & Patty Becker, Katie Haugrud, Keith Melberg, Mary Johnson, Bud & Linda Mellon, 

Tony & Sarah Desjarlais, Eric & Erica Berg, Keary & Sue Toso, Amanda & Jon Kretchman, Eric & 
Marie Toso, Art & Cathy Stortroen, Eldon & Margaret Kratzke, Kevyn Heck & Angie Bowman. 

 

You may pick your plants after the 2nd service today. 

A big THANK YOU to the Lent/Easter planning Task Force: 
Kris & Robin Werner, Tonya Bergren, Mark Boen, Sara Parsons, Allegra Anderson,  
Keith Melberg, Marjean Hanson, Kris Eckley, Dave & Lorri Holt, Hannah Carlson,  
Gloria Springer,  Pastor Saul & Mary Kay Stensvaag and Roger Neuleib.  
Thanks to all those musicians and dancers who made our Holy Week and Easter worship so 
meaningful! 
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All are welcome to commune with us today.  Please come up by the center aisle and hold out your hand to 
receive the bread.  Both wine and white grape juice are available (grape juice is in the center portion of the 
tray.)  Gluten free wafers are available as requested. Children who do not yet commune may come forward 

for a blessing.  After you have received communion you may return to your seat by the side aisle.   

 
Distribution of Holy Communion 

 
        Hymns during Communion: 376, 369 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

*Post-Communion Song Hallelujah Chorus        Handel  
Adult Choir & Hosanna Handbells 

 
(Anyone who desires is welcome to join the adult choir in the singing of the Hallelujah chorus. 

When you are finished taking communion, Please remain in/near the Choir loft to receive your music.) 
 

*Prayer, Blessing, Dismissal 
P:  Go in Peace.  Share the Good News! 
C:  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 
 

Postlude  

 
*Indicates when congregation should stand 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Senior Pastor:                       Saul Stensvaag 
Associate Pastor: Jennifer Rose 
Visitation Pastor: Stan Satre 
Sunday School Superintendent: Cindy Larson 
Council President: Elizabeth Abrahams 
Organist:   Keith Melberg 
Adult Choir Director: Erik Vigesaa 
Hosanna Handbells: Linda Mellon 
Greeters: 8:30- Joel, Alison & Maria Myhre 11- Jason & Randi Resler 
Bible Bearer: 8:30- Leonard Hatzenbuhler 11- Robin Werner 
Banner Bearer: 8:30- Logan Sonmor 11- Kris Werner 
Acolytes: 8:30- Aaron Shelstad, Cole Knudson 11- Sydney Batzlaff, Alison Koch 
Sacristans:                         8:30-Teresa Shannon 11:00-Carolyn Sund    
Communion Assistants                               8:30- Myron & Lori Brusven11- Dalyce & Orrie Leabo 
Lectors: 8:30- Brian Becker 11- Teri Spangler 
P.A. Operator:            8:30- Kevyn Heck 11- Bud Mellon  
Choreographer   Hannah Carlson 
Dancers                                                Hope Fletchall, Andreya Lockett, Grace Opatz,  
    Lilly Stumbo, Alya & Onya Kretchman, 
     Mya Lillemon, Sydney Batzlaff 

Women 

Men 
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*The Nicene Creed 
C:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten  
    of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the  
 Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and  
 glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy  
 catholic and apostolic Church.   We acknowledge one Baptism for the  
 forgiveness of sins.   We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of  
 the world to come. Amen 
 

*Prayers of  the Church 
P: …Lord, in your mercy,  or  …Let us pray to the Lord. 
C: hear our prayer.     Lord, have mercy. 
 

*The PEACE is shared 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

The Offering Anthem God’s Son Has Made Me Free Grieg-Overby 
 Adult Choir                                                 
              

*The Offertory Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
*Consecration of the Gifts 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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*The Prayer of the Day   
P:   Let us pray. . . . 
C:   Amen 
 

Anthem Joyful Song Arnold Sherman 
 Hosanna Handbells  
First Lesson  Isaiah 65:17-25 

 (congregational response after reading:  Thanks be to God) 

 (Alleluia Banner:  after withholding the word Alleluia from our lips and from our  
worship throughout the season of Lent, this joyous word returns on Easter Sunday to celebrate Christ’s 

resurrection.  This is symbolized by the large Alleluia Banner  
carried in our procession) 

 

*Gospel Acclamation and Procession         (Please turn as Bible procession goes by) 

 
  (congregational response after Gospel is announced:  Glory to you, O Lord.) 
 
*The Gospel  Luke 24:1-12 
                      (congregational response after Gospel is read: Praise to you, O Christ) 
 
The Sermon Easter Treasure  Pastor Saul 
 
Hymn of the Day Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW 367 (V. 1-3) 

(Children come forward on the last verse) 
 
The Children’s Event  Pastor Saul 
 
Anthem In Christ Alone arr. David Angerman 
  Adult Choir 
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