
SUNDAY, JULY 24, 2016  TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
 

 

THE READING. Genesis 18:20-32 
Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! I 
must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and 
if not, I will know.” So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained 
standing before the LORD. Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous 
with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and 
not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous 
with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do what is just?” And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the 
whole place for their sake.” Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am 
but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of 
five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are 
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be 
angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” He said, 
“Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the 
sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. 
Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 
 
 

GOSPEL. Luke 11:1-13 
He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us 
to pray, as John taught his disciples.’ He said to them, ‘When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive 
everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial.’ And he said to them, ‘Suppose one of you 
has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, “Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a 
friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.” And he answers from within, “Do not 
bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give 
you anything.” I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at 
least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. ‘So I say to you, Ask, and it 
will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who 
asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is 
there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child 
asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’ 
 
 
 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST 

 
 

We all pray whether we think of it as praying or not. The odd 

silence we fall into when something very beautiful is 

happening, or something very good or very bad. 

The ah-h-h-h! that sometimes floats up out of 

us as out of a Fourth of July crowd when the 

skyrocket bursts over the water. The stammer 

of pain at somebody else’s pain. The 

stammer of joy at somebody else’s joy. 

Whatever words or sounds we use for 

sighing with over our own lives. These 

are all prayers in their way. These 

are all spoken not just to ourselves 

but to something even more familiar 

than ourselves and even more strange 

than the world.  

Frederick Buechner 

 

July 24, 2016 
 
 
 



Tenth Sunday After Pentecost               First Lutheran Church                                Online 
July 24, 2016                                     Fergus Falls, Minnesota                              Giving 
9:30 a.m.                                            (218) 739-3348                                (QR Code) 
                          Website: www.firstlutheranchurchff.org             email: firstlc@live.com 

    
 

We know that Abraham was blessed by God so that he and his descendants could be a blessing to others.  
In the Old Testament lesson today, Abraham "bargains" with God in an attempt to spare the city of Sodom 
from judgment.  Abraham is bold in his intercession for others.  Are we? 
    

 
Prelude 
 

Announcements  
  
*Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, abounding in steadfast love toward us, healing the sick and 

raising the dead, showering us with every good gift. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
 P:  Just and gracious God, 
C:   we come to you for healing and life. Our sins hurt others and diminish us; we confess them to 

you. Our lives bear the scars of sin; we bring these also to you. Show us your mercy, O God. 
Bind up our wounds, forgive us our sins, and free us to love, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. Amen. 

 
P:  The apostle Paul assures us: “When we were dead in our trespasses, God made us alive together 

with Christ, nailing the record of our sins to the cross.” Jesus says to you, ☩ “Your sins are forgiven.” 

Be at peace, and tell everyone how much God has done for you. 
C:  Amen. 

 
*Opening Hymn      Morning Has Broken ELW 556 
 
*Apostolic Greeting  ELW Page 147 
 
*Kyrie                      ELW Page 147 
 
*Hymn of Praise Glory to God ELW Page 148 
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This Week at Lutheran: 
 
Today: 9:30 a.m. Worship 
 
Monday: 5:00 p.m. Al-Anon 
 
Tuesday: MESSENGER DEADLINE 
 9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 
Wednesday:   9:30 a.m. Al-Anon 
 10:00 a.m. AA 
 
Thurs.: 8:45 am Morning Watch – Pastor Jennifer – KBRF AM 1250 
 9:30 a.m. Sr. Bible Study & Coffee 
 5:30 p.m. Worship  
 
Friday: CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 
Next Sunday, July 24:  
         9:30 a.m.  Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

Senior Pastor:    Saul Stensvaag 
Associate Pastor: Jennifer Rose 
Visitation Pastor: Stan Satre 
Sunday School Superintendent: Cindy Larson 
Council President: Elizabeth Abrahams    
Organist:   Keith Melberg 
Cantor & Lector: Steve Guttormson 
Acolyte:      Isaac Pederson 
Greeters:  Stan & Donna Quam 
PA Operator:                                                        Margaret Ness-Ludwig 
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ATTENTION OWLS (Older Wiser Lutherans): 
Check the info counter and/or the kiosk for an exciting outing for the OWLs on 

Wednesday, August 16 to the show “I Do, I Do.” at the Long Lake Theater 
 

http://www.firstlcffmn.com/


Fellowship and Refreshments this morning are in the Narthex, serving today is Jason & Randi Resler. 
 
Altar Flowers are given by Dick & Judy Werner in celebration of their 51st wedding anniversary. 
 
Visitors!  If you didn’t get a “Visitors Bag” when you came in this morning please pick one up on your way out 
after worship.  You’ll find them in a basket located on the small table on the ramp coming up from the narthex into 
the sanctuary. 
 
Large Print Edition of the order of worship, the lessons, and the hymns for today are available.  If you would like 
copies for worship, please ask an usher. 
 
Today we send off our Outlaw Ranch Youth to Custer, SD for a week full of exciting activities, fun and fellowship. 
14 youth are attending along with Pastor Jennifer and adult leaders, Lorri Holt & Ken Stensvaag. Please help us 
send them off today and continue to pray for them throughout their trip. They will return August 5th. 

 
We are searching for volunteers to participate in worship on Sundays! Come check out the kiosk and sign-up 
to be an Usher, Greeter, Lector or Communion Assistant in the coming months. If you’re brand new or have been 
here awhile, we are welcoming to all! Participating in worship can be a great experience with lots of fun and new 
things to learn. We appreciate all that have utilized the sign-up sheets so far, and hope to continue to allow people 
to pick the dates that work for them. This also reduces the number of phone calls to each family. THANK YOU! 
 
There will be NO Thursday evening worship on August 4th.  
 
Physical Offering for Convention: At the 2016 SWO (WELCA) convention we are asking you to bring gently 
used purses filled with items all ladies need and use. These purses will be distributed through Someplace Safe, a 
non-profit organization working to eliminate violence in West Central Minnesota and beyond. Please see the 
poster in the Narthex for items to include in the purses.  
 
WEST VIRGINIA FLOODING AND HOW YOU CAN HELP Narrow valleys, steep mountains and torrential rain 
came together in West Virginia to produce deadly flash floods. least 23 people have been confirmed dead, 
hundreds of homes were severely damaged or destroyed and thousands of people were forced to evacuate. The 
cost and damage from the flooding has yet to be realized. We know that it will be a long road to recovery and 
Lutheran Disaster Response will stand with all those affected. We will respond and walk with survivors in the 
days, weeks, months and years ahead, for as long as we are needed. Gifts designated for “West Virginia 
Flooding” will be used (100 percent) until the response is complete to help disaster survivors recover 
and rebuild their lives. Your generous offerings of prayer and financial support will help address the many 
needs, especially long-term recovery efforts of those affected. 
 
Last Sunday, our Gospel text told the story of "The Good Samaritan" who helped the unfortunate person who was 
lying bleeding and beaten in the ditch.  Our First Lutheran Church Good Samaritan Fund is running very low.  We 
use this fund to help church members and others who are in dire need of a little assistance.  If you would like to 
help, please make out a check to First Lutheran Church with "Good Samaritan Fund" on the memo line, or, to give 
cash, use a pew envelope and put Good Samaritan Fund on the envelope.  (You can also give by using the QR 
code printed in the bulletin.) Thanks for your generosity.   Jesus said, "as you do it unto the least of these... you do 
it to me." 

*Prayer of the Day  
P   Let us pray. . . . 
C   Amen 
 

Special Music The Cross Under the Acacia Tree Eddie Bjorgum 
   

The Reading  Genesis 18:20-32 
In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful humanity. Appealing 

to God’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom, for the sake of the few righteous 
people who are in it, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot. 

 (Congregational response after reading:  Thanks be to God) 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 (Congregational response sung after Gospel is announced:  Glory to you, O Lord.) 

 

*Gospel  Luke 11:1-13 
In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming reign, God’s mercy, 
and the strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his disciples to child-like trust and persistence in 

prayer. 
(Congregational response sung after Gospel is read: Praise to you, O Christ) 

 
Sermon             Praying for the World Pastor Saul 
 
Hymn of the Day    My Faith Looks Up to Thee ELW 759 
 
Children’s Event Pastor Saul 

 
Blessing for Youth going on Outlaw Ranch Trip 
 
*Apostle’s Creed Inside back cover of ELW 
     
*The PEACE is shared 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Offering   
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*Offertory 

 
 
*The Prayers 
P   …Lord, in your mercy,         OR  P … Let us pray to the Lord, 
C   hear our prayer.    C  Lord, have mercy. 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 
*Blessing  
 
*Threefold Amen 
 
*Sending 
P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
*Closing Hymn My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW 597 
 
Postlude 

*denotes when to stand 
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First Lutheran Church  

ANNUAL OUTDOOR  
WORSHIP SERVICE 

with potluck to follow 
 

SUNDAY, August 14, 2016 

 10:00 a.m. 
 

Pebble Lake Picnic Shelter 
(Old Gun Club) 

Fergus Falls  

 

 

 
 

Bring a dish to share. Hotdogs & buns provided. Picnic 

tables available, but bring a lawn chair if you prefer.  
 

 
In case of bad weather worship will be held  

in the Fellowship Hall at First Lutheran 

 
 
 


