
Sunday, March 13, 2016                                  Fifth Sunday in Lent 

FIRST READING. Isaiah 43:16-21 
Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings out 
chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, 
quenched like a wick: Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am 
about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; 
for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the 
people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise. 

 
SECOND READING. Philippians 3:4b-14 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth 
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to 
the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, 
in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 
based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his 
sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I 
have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 

GOSPEL. John 12:1-8 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised 
from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those 
at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ 
feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But 
Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this 
perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” (He said this not 
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and 
used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might 
keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have 
me.” 
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The apostle Paul had a lot he could boast about. But he considers all of this rubbish in order to be found in 
Christ. Jesus is a true treasure. What will we find in our treasure chest this morning? 
    

Prelude         
Announcements 
 

* Confession and Forgiveness                 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who brings us out of captivity into freedom, 
out of the wilderness into the promised land, out of death into life.. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Gracious God, 
We confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
By what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
Forgive us and give us strength to turn from sin 
And to serve you in the newness of life.  Amen 
 

By water and the Holy Spirit, God gives us new birth, 
and through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
God forgives us all our sins.   
Almighty God strengthen us in all goodness  
and keep us in eternal life.   Amen 
 

* Entrance Hymn                     My Life Flows On in Endless Song ELW 763 
 

*Apostolic Greeting  ELW Page 138 
 

* Kyrie ELW Page 138 
 

* Prayer of the Day 
  P Let us pray … 
  C Amen 
 

First Lesson     Isaiah 43:16-21 
The prophet declares that long ago the Lord performed mighty deeds and delivered Israel from Egyptian 

bondage through the waters of the sea. Now, the Lord is about to do a new thing, bringing the exiles out of 
Babylon and through the wilderness in a new exodus. 

(Congregational response after reading:  Thanks be to God.) 
 
 

Fellowship and Refreshments this morning in the narthex between services by the families of Nicholas 
Flugstad and Logan & Cole Wentworth.  
 

Known Hospitalized: Sutton Kugler and Tim Overland at Lake Region Hospital. 
 
Altar Flowers are given by Raymond & Jacqueline Ness-Ludwig in celebration of their 33rd wedding 
anniversary on March 5th. 
 

Large Print Edition of the order of worship, the lessons, and the hymns for today are available.  If you 
would like copies for worship, please ask an usher. 
 

Visitors!  If you didn’t get a “Visitors Bag” when you came in this morning please pick one up on your way 
out after worship.  You’ll find them in a basket located on the small table on the ramp coming up from the 
narthex into the sanctuary. 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive – First Lutheran Church is hosting the Red Cross Blood Drive on March 29th from 
1-8 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. To make an appointment, please see the kiosk for more information.  
 

Lenten Coin Folders are available for you to pick up at the back of the sanctuary.  They will also be 
available at the info counter, in the church office or we can send you one if you call the church office.  The 
folders are a wonderful way to give back during the Lenten Season.  The money collected from the coin 
folders is given to Luther Crest Bible Camp. 
 

Noon Lenten Worship:  A soup lunch will be available after the noon worship and will be served in the 
narthex or you can get soup in a cup with buttered bread and a bar, TO GO!!   
 

Sunday School Treasure Hunt -  Next Sunday, March 20, during the Education hour, the Sunday School 
students will be participating in a holy week treasure hunt.  We are looking for many adults in the 
congregation to come along with the students on the hunt - or be one of the 'actors' in the stations the 
students visit. Come and be a part of the fun and the learning of Holy Week!   
 

Scouting for Food: The Oxcart Trail District of the Boy Scouts of America will conduct their annual 
“Scouting for Food” project on Saturday, March 19th, 2016. When a scout comes to your door on Saturday 
morning, please consider a donation of non-perishable food or monies to your local food shelf.  

 

Spring Flowering Plants are needed to decorate the church on Easter.  If you would like to furnish a plant, 
please send a check for $20 to the church office (or put in a pew envelope marked “Easter Plant” and place 
in the offering plate).  Those purchasing a plant may take it home following the 11 o’clock service on Easter 
Sunday.  

 

The Relay for Life Team would like to give a big THANK YOU to First Lutheran Members for their 
support to our fund raisers, whether it was buying coupon books, bringing in baked goods or buying baked 
goods. We raised $275 on the community day’s coupon books and we raised $507.10 at the Bake 
Sale. These funds will purchase luminaries in the Relay for Life Walk in June,” in honor of or in memory of 
First Lutheran Church members”. 
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This Week at First Lutheran:     
Today: 8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship/Holy Communion/4th Grade Milestone Blessing in worship 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 9:45 a.m. Butterflies 
 10:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. 5th Grade First Communion Class 
 
Monday: 9:00 a.m. WELCA Love Days 
 5:00 p.m. Al-Anon 
 7 p.m. Boy Scouts 
 
Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 
 
Wednesday: 7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study at Lake Region Hospital 
 9:00 a.m. Al-Anon 
 10:00 a.m. AA 
 12:10 p.m. Lent Worship & Lunch in Narthex 
 3:45 p.m. Children’s Choir  
 4:30 p.m. FLY K7 
 5:30 p.m. Hosanna Handbells 
 6:00 p.m. Super FLY Supper 
 7:00 p.m. Lenten Vespers 
 7:30 p.m. Adult Choir (following Vespers) 
 
Thurs.: 8:45 a.m. Morning Watch – Pr. Jennifer– KBRF AM 1250  
 9:45 a.m. Senior Coffee & Bible Study 
 
Friday: OFFICE CLOSED 
  
Next Sunday, March 20:     
 8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship/Palm Sunday/Processional by Sunday School 
 9:30-11 a.m. Palm Sunday Brunch served by Youth 
 9:45 a.m. Holy Week Treasure Hunt 
  No Adult Bible study 
 10:00 a.m. 5th Grade First Communion Class 
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Second Lesson  Philippians 3:4b-14 
Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his heritage and reputation could give him more reason 

than most people to place confidence in his spiritual pedigree. But the overwhelming grace of God in Jesus 
calls Paul to a new set of values.  

(Congregational response after reading:  Thanks be to God.) 
 
*Lenten Sentence    

 
(After Gospel is announced, congregation says, Glory to you, O Lord.) 

 
Gospel  John 12:1-8 

Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s extravagant act of anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume. 
Jesus recognizes that her lavish gift is both an expression of love and an anticipation of his burial.

 (Congregational response after Gospel is read: Praise to you, O Christ.) 
 

Sermon             Jesus, Priceless Treasure Pastor Saul 
 

Hymn of the Day        Jesus, Priceless Treasure ELW 775 
 

Children’s Event  Pastor Saul 
 

* Apostles’ Creed     Inside back cover of the ELW Hymnal   
 

* The Prayers 
   P   …Lord, in your mercy,        OR  P  … Let us pray to the Lord, 
   C   hear our prayer.    C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

* The PEACE is shared 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2 

**Correction:  
There is no 
WELCA Board 
Meeting in March 



Offering    
* Offertory    

 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving
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You are Invited to a Pancake Breakfast Served by the 

First Lutheran Youth 

Palm Sunday, March 20, 2016 

9:30-11:00 AM 

Free-will Donation 

Proceeds help fund the summer trip to Outlaw Ranch 

Lutheran Bible Camp in Custer, SD! 

Thank You for your support! 
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P:  It is indeed right… We praise your name and join unending hymn: 

 
 

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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Spring 2016 Gathering 

Cluster 8 Women of the ELCA  
Presents 

“Piecing Together the Generations” 
Guest Speaker: Nita Schultz 

  

“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; . 

and the greatest of these is love.” 

1 Corinthians 13:13 

  

First Lutheran Church 

505 W. Holdts St. Battle Lake, MN.  

Monday, April 4th, 2016 
  

Registration: 4:30 PM Meal: 5:00 PM 

Meeting and Program following dinner 

  

Name tags will be reserved by Churches for you at the registration table 

  

Sing up in our church office by Monday, March 21st.  

Make your checks for $10 to First Lutheran WELCA 



C: 

 
 

P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 
C: 

 
 
* The Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
                Hymns during Communion:      ELW 779, 335 
 

*Post Communion Blessing 
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*Post Communion Hymn Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW 335 (v. 3) 
 

3            Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes before me; 
              Help me walk from day to day with its shadow o’er me. 
Refrain     In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever; 
              till my ransomed soul shall find rest be yond the river. 

 
* Benediction 
 
* Three-Fold Amen 
 
* Blessing and Sending                   (Congregational response:  “Thanks be to God”) 
 
* Postlude 

* Indicates where to stand 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

Senior Pastor:    Saul Stensvaag 
Associate Pastor: Jennifer Rose 
Visitation Pastor: Stan Satre 
Sunday School Superintendent: Cindy Larson 
Council President: Elizabeth Abrahams 
Organist:   Keith Melberg 
Cantors: 8:30 – Madisen Hinsverk 11 –Steve Guttormson  
Lectors: 8:30 –Dolores Simdorn 11-Pamela Schroden 
Acolytes:      8:30- Matthew Oehler, Sydney Batzlaff 
 11-Cole Knudson, Jacob Spangler  
Greeters:                        8:30- Dick & Deb Felstul  
 11-Nancy Swenson & Steve Guttormson     
Communion Assistants 8:30–Chad & Kelsey Felstul 11–Julie Dimke, Ashley Shuck  
PA Operators:  Margaret Ness-Ludwig 
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4th Graders receiving their Milestone Blessing in worship today are: 
 

Isabella Abrahams, Luke Anderson, Maisie Babb, Griffin Babolian,  
Ellie Bergren, Kjerstin Erickson, Hailey Haarstad, Annika Jyrkas,  

Kaydence Knutson, Nolan Korby, Malayna Kragness, Marissa Kragness, 
Rylynn Krein, Abraham Pederson, Ethen Stahl,  

Amelia Trosvig and Vanessa Vaughn. 


